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Biggar Archaeology completed a survey of  gravestone location at Kirkurd Old graveyard in the 
grounds of  Castle Craigs Hospital in Peeblesshire. The site has been occupied by successive 
churches from as early as the 12th century, when the church of  ‘Orde’ first comes on record, 
to 1766, when the present church building was erected in Kirkurd village (NT 1276 4426). The 
only surviving structure is a roughly built cell, now mostly covered with earth and tree roots.  
Ten of  the original stones in the associated burial ground are extant.

A database was completed using Discovering England’s Burial Spaces (sic) guidelines. A 
detailed plan of  the gravestones was completed and inscriptions reviewed follow the survey 
by Sheila Scott in 1971.

We gratefully acknowledge the cooperation of  Castle Craig Hospital management from whom 
permission should be sought if  visiting the site.

BAG Members: Brenda Dreghorn, David Drury, Bill Glass, Jim Ness
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Date of recording: Sunday 1 May 2022

Memorial number: 1

Memorial number of 

existing system:

1

Condition of monument: sound in situ

Condition of inscription: mainly legible

Height/length (incl. any 

base) mm:

1860

Width (excluding base) 

mm:

1000

Thickness (excl. base): 200

Materials of monument: Grey sandstone

Monument type: Table stone

   TS height off ground: 900

Dec motifs 

Date of monument 1749

Comments/sketch:

Digital photograph:  

front

yes

Digital photograph: rear no

Memorial 1

In memory of

MR ALEXANDER BRUCE

Of  Garlet

In the shire of  Clackmannan

Minister of  this parish

24th July 1690 to 26th July 169(3)

He died 16th April 1704

Aged 67 years

The only surviving son and hier

THE HON JAMES BRUCE ESQ

Of Garlet

Member of  the Assembly

Chief  Justice of  Barbadoes

Was born in this parish

And died in London 19th Sept 1749

Aged 58 years
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Memorial number: 2

Memorial number of 

existing system:

2

Condition of monument: displaced

Condition of inscription: traces

Height/length (incl. any 

base) mm:

1200

Width (excluding base) 

mm:

860

Thickness (excl. base): 120

Materials of monument: Grey sandstone

Monument type: Headstone

   TS height off ground: -

Dec motifs figure

Date of monument 1741

Comments/sketch: woman holding bones a head with 

wings

Digital photograph:  

front

yes & RCAHMS

Digital photograph: rear no

Memorial 2

Archibald Brown

Tenant in Lochurd

Who died in 1741

HODIE MIHI CRAS TIBI

(today it’s me, tomorrow it’s you)
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Memorial number: 3

Memorial number of 

existing system:

3

Condition of monument: displaced

Condition of inscription: mainly legible

Height/length (incl. any 

base) mm:

1300

Width (excluding base) 

mm:

750

Thickness (excl. base): 160

Materials of monument: Grey sandstone

Monument type: Headstone

   TS height off ground: -

Dec motifs mortality

Date of monument 1724

Comments/sketch: skull & bones

Digital photograph:  

front

yes

Digital photograph: rear no

Memorial 3

William Dickson

Tenant Waster Haprou

Died 2 Jan 1724

Wife Janet Mwrdoch

dIed 31 May 1722

age 69
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Memorial number: 4

Memorial number of 

existing system:

4

Condition of monument: sound in situ

Condition of inscription: mainly legible

Height/length (incl. any 

base) mm:

1910

Width (excluding base) 

mm:

950

Thickness (excl. base): 215

Materials of monument: Grey sandstone

Monument type: Table stone

   TS height off ground: 710

Dec motifs 

Date of monument 1762

Comments/sketch:

Digital photograph:  

front

yes

Digital photograph: rear no

Memorial 4

HERE LYES JAMES DICKSON

OF BADINSGILL IN THE PARIOCH

OF LINTOUN WHO LIVED

WSEFULLY AND DIED

CHRISTIANLY JULY THE

EIGHTENTH 1762 AGED 87

YEARS

HERE LYES JANET SIBBALD SPOUSE

TO JAMES DICKSON OF BADDENSGILL

WHO DYED OCTR 16TH 1754 AGED 70 YR
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Memorial number: 5

Memorial number of 

existing system:

5

Condition of monument: sound in situ

Condition of inscription: mainly legible

Height/length (incl. any 

base) mm:

730

Width (excluding base) 

mm:

660

Thickness (excl. base): 130

Materials of monument: Pink sandstone

Monument type: Headstone

   TS height off ground: -

Dec motifs mortality

Date of monument 1713

Comments/sketch: skull & bones at rear

Digital photograph:  

front

yes

Digital photograph: rear yes

Memorial 5

MEMENTO MORI

HERE LYES THOMAS

GEDDES WHO DIED

THE YEAR OF GOD 1696

FEBR 9 & JOHN GEDDES HIS

SON WHO DYED AT HAIR

STONS THE 10 DAY OF MAY

1713 & OF HIS AGE 40

YEARS WITH FIVE OF

HIS CHILDREN
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Memorial number: 6

Memorial number of 

existing system:

6

Condition of monument: sound in situ

Condition of inscription: mainly legible

Height/length (incl. any 

base) mm:

800

Width (excluding base) 

mm:

670

Thickness (excl. base): 90

Materials of monument: Pink sandstone

Monument type: Headstone

   TS height off ground: -

Dec motifs figure

Date of monument 1728

Comments/sketch: a head with wings man with cloak & 

skull (rear)

Digital photograph:  

front

yes & RCAHMS

Digital photograph: rear yes

Memorial 6

HERE LYES JOHN WO

OD TENNENT IN HAIRST

ANES WHO DIED JULY 23

AND ELIZABETH BROUN

HIS SPOUSE WHO DIED

MARCH 24 1728 &

MARY WOOD THEIR

DAUGHTER
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Memorial number: 7

Memorial number of 

existing system:

7

Condition of monument: incomplete

Condition of inscription: mainly legible

Height/length (incl. any 

base) mm:

920

Width (excluding base) 

mm:

460

Thickness (excl. base): 120

Materials of monument: Grey sandstone

Monument type: Headstone

   TS height off ground: -

Dec motifs birds

Date of monument 1614

Comments/sketch: 3 cocks half  stone

Digital photograph:  

front

yes & RCAHMS

Digital photograph: rear no

Memorial 7

… FVNERA VIRTVS

(Vivit post funera virtus – virtue lives on after 
death)

GC

1614



Survey of Kirkurd Old Burial Ground	 PAGE 10

Memorial number: 8

Memorial number of 

existing system:

8

Condition of monument: sound in situ

Condition of inscription: mainly legible

Height/length (incl. any 

base) mm:

1280

Width (excluding base) 

mm:

780

Thickness (excl. base): 170

Materials of monument: Grey sandstone

Monument type: Headstone

   TS height off ground: -

Dec motifs mortality

Date of monument 1729

Comments/sketch: bone (front) angel & wings hourglass 

skull & bones

Digital photograph:  

front

yes

Digital photograph: rear yes

Memorial 8

HERE LYES THE CORPSE OF WILLIAM SIBBALD IN

LADYURD WHO DIED THE 4TH DAY OF OCTOR 1729

HIS AGE 82 YEARS AND MARION HODGE HIS

SPOUSE

WHO DIED THE 28 OF FEB 1713 HER AGE 56

YEARS WITH WILLIAM SIBBALD THEIR SON

WHO DIED THE 20 OF FEB 1719 AND MARION

SIBBALD SPOUSE TO JOHN DICKSON THEIR DAU

GHTER WHO DIED THE 5TH DAY OF JANY 1722

BOTH ABOUT THE 23RD YEAR OF THEIR AGE

OLD WILLIAM SIBBALDS CONVERSATION

WAS A BRIGHT PATERN IN HIS STATION

IN MORAL VIRTUE PIETIE

HE DID EXEL IN HIS DEGREE

HE NEVER ANY DID DISTRESS

NOR ANY HIM BY LAW PROCESS

ALL HIS AFFAIRS HE MANAGED SO

THAT FEW COULD SAY THEY DID THEM KNOW

FOR TEMPERANCE THERE WERE FEW SUCH

NEER ONE COULD SAY HE DRANK TOO MUCH

HE HELPED MANY IN THEIR NEED

HE READY WAS THE POOR TO FEED

AND NOW HE REAPS THE FRUITE IN STORE

IN HEAVENS JOYES FOR EVERMORE
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Memorial number: 9

Memorial number of 

existing system:

9

Condition of monument: sound in situ

Condition of inscription: mainly legible

Height/length (incl. any 

base) mm:

860

Width (excluding base) 

mm:

910

Thickness (excl. base): 190

Materials of monument: Grey sandstone

Monument type: Table stone

   TS height off ground: 680

Dec motifs 

Date of monument 1747

Comments/sketch:

Digital photograph:  

front

yes

Digital photograph: rear no

Memorial 9

IN MEMORY OF JOHN DICKSON

LATE IN CORHEAD WHO DIED

JUNE 1 DAY 1747 AGED 5(5) YEARS

THE GRAVE IS A STORE HOUSE

THAT DOTH KEEP BODIES OF

SAINT WHERE THEY DO SLEEP

THEIR SOULS ARE STILL EMPLOYED

ABOVE IN GRATEFUL PRAISE AND

BOUNDLESS LOVE
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Memorial number: 10

Memorial number of 

existing system:

10

Condition of monument: displaced

Condition of inscription: traces

Height/length (incl. any 

base) mm:

1780

Width (excluding base) 

mm:

860

Thickness (excl. base): 115

Materials of monument: Grey sandstone

Monument type: Table stone

   TS height off ground: collapsed

Dec motifs mortality

Date of monument 1665

Comments/sketch: skull & bones hourglass 
spade & shovel

Digital photograph:  

front

yes

Digital photograph: rear no

Memorial 10

HIER LYES THE CORPS

OF HVGH MOSMAN IN

MOVNT WHO DIED THE 15

FEB 1665 HIS AGE 93

HIS SPOVS IANET MILER

WHO DIED MY 16(2)1 HIR AGE

6O

ANAGRAM

 …HE was mossesman

 …faithfull in GODS hous

 …aill sober GOD? gain? as/us?

 …thing so is he

 … saved from hell fir miserie

 …children taught by word

 …carefull of  his

 …with Christ above

 …off  that worship GOD

 in love

DIE IN PEACE
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Memorial number: 11

Memorial number of 

existing system:

-

Condition of monument: sound in situ

Condition of inscription: mint

Height/length (incl. any 

base) mm:

470

Width (excluding base) 

mm:

700

Thickness (excl. base): 100

Materials of monument: Dolerite

Monument type: Headstone

   TS height off ground: 

Dec motifs 

Date of monument

Comments/sketch:

Digital photograph:  

front

yes

Digital photograph: rear no

Memorial 11

MICHAEL A. WATSON

BORN 3rd JUNE 1952

DIED 26th SEPTEMBER 2012

DEEPLY LOVED AND MISSED
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Notes re Kirkurd Old Burial Ground

Old Parochial Registers with Registrar General

764 Kirkurd - births and marriages 1705-07, 1718-38,

1742-1854; deaths 1718-93; kirk session minutes & accounts

1705-07, 1718-38, 1742-62

Fasti i 276 & viii 60 for ministers from 1561

Royal Commission on Ancient & Historical Monuments Peeblesshire: 

p 198 no. 475 - “When the estate of  Kirkurd changed hands soon after the middle of  the 
18th century, the new proprietor, John Carmichael of  Skirling, began an extensive scheme of  
alterations and improvements, which included the removal of  the parish church of  Kirkurd to a 
new site outside the policies. The earlier site, which now lies within the gardens of  the mansion 
of  Castlecraig, was no doubt occupied by successive churches from as early as the 12th 
century, when the church of  “Orde” first comes on record, to the year 1766, when the present 
church (New Kirkurd) was erected. The only surviving structure is a roughly built cell, now for 
the most part covered with earth and tree roots; this measures internally 13’ 11” N to S, 13’9” 
E to W and is covered by a pointed barrel-vault. The remains, which may be those of  a burial 
aisle, are unlikely to belong to a period earlier than the 16th century.” 

Tombstones:

p 199 no 475 for inscription 2 - “...commemorates Archibald Brown tenant in Lochurd, who 
died in 1741. One side bears an inscription framed within tendrilled Ionic pilasters which 
support a segmental-headed pediment containing a cartouche. The opposite face of  the 
stone contains, within a raised panel, a full length female figure wearing a cap and a long 
dress, belted at the waist; in each hand she holds a human thigh-bone. The panel is flanked by 
pilasters supporting a pediment carved as a winged cherub.” Pl.13A, photograph of  carved 
figure.

PI.13C, photograph of  high relief  carved male figure on stone no. 6. “He wears the costume of  
the period, buckled shoes, stockings and a coat, over which there is a cloak falling below the 
knees; round the neck there is a cravat and on the head a soft cap with turned up brim, below 
which the hair falls to the shoulders”

p 198 no. 475 for inscription 7 – The only tombstone here older than 1707. “This, is the sinister 
half  of  a recumbent slab bearing a shield charged, for Cockburn. Three cocks, two and one. 
(PI.13B). Beside the shield are the initials G and C, presumably representing the surnames of  
a husband and a wife whose other initials together, no doubt, with the husband’s shield, must 
have been on the missing half  of  the stone. Above the shield appears the surviving half  of  the 
motto (VIVIT POST) FVNERA VIRTVS (“Virtue lives beyond the grave”) and below it the date 
1614.  This stone, which is now set on end, probably commemorates John Geddes of  Rachan 
and Kirkurd, who died in 1611, and his wife Margaret Cockburn who evidently died three years 
later.”    (See History of  Peeblesshire by J.W. Buchan)
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History of  Peeblesshire by J.W. Buchan vol.iii opp. p 188 for pedigree of  Geddes of  Rachan 
and Kirkurd - inscription 7. Vol iii pp l75-207 gives an account of  the parish of  Kirkurd, 
particularly of  land and landowners.

Monuments & Monumental Inscriptions in Scotland by Charles Rogers vol. i.  

p, 263 for inscription 8 - poem, epitaph.

Index of surnames

Broun, Brown 2 &6,Hodge 8  Sibbald 4 & 8, Bruce 1

Geddes 5, Wood 6, Dickson 3, 4, 8, 9

Murdoch 3


