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The Treasures of South Lanarkshire. Part 4 
Monuments, Buildings, Sites and Other Things 

 
The final part of this study lists a series of ancient monuments, historic buildings and 
other places which may be visited in South Lanarkshire. The list is by no means 
exhaustive, every Parish, town and village has a fascinating history, much of which 
may be appreciated by surviving buildings such as churches, castles, bridges, and 
sites, only some are given here to demonstrate a flavour of the overall antiquity of the 
area which stretches from Rutherglen in the north to Leadhills in the south. The 
locations are given here in approximate geographic order, which may help when 
planning visits, beginning in the north, and working south, all of which are easily 
accessible even if requiring a course walk or steep hill climb, the historic sites are 
even more convenient for access, but some locations do have an admission charge and 
restricted opening times. 
 
Rutherglen, Cambuslang and Uddingston. 
The former Royal Burgh of Rutherglen was an important place in olden times being at 
the highest part of the tidal River Clyde. A shipyard thrived and the famous Lucy 
Ashton Clyde steamer was built here, coal was shipped down river in flat bottom 
boats called gabbarts. The area of the three towns was better known for the 
industrialisation which took place, changing from weaving villages to hubs of coal 
mining, steelworks, Turkey Red dying, and many other industries, all of which have 
been wiped away by modern developments, particularly housing.  
 
We may list two very modern “treasures” from Uddingston and those are the 
Tunnock’s famous biscuits; the caramel waver and tea cake, neither of which require 
illustration as they are known throughout the world. Already the Tunnock’s story has 
a long history, and a bright future, many other old businesses in South Lanarkshire are 
now part of the past.    
 
Bothwell and Blantyre 
Bothwell Castle (Pl 118) is the best surviving example of a 13th century fortress in 
Scotland. A Monument in Care it was involved prominently in the Wars of 
Independence, and the massive donjon (round tower) survives to show how 
impressive this castle was. What would have been an imposing gatehouse was never 
completed. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Just across the Clyde, (conveniently by footbridge from the castle), one can visit the 
David Livingstone Memorial (Pl 119) his tenement birthplace is laid out as a museum 
to tell the story of one of Britain’s great explorers and missionaries. An iconic statue 
of Livingstone shows just one of his adventures when he was attacked by a lion! 
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Pl’s 118 & 119. Bothwell Castle and David Livingstone Memorial tenement. 
 
Bothwell Bridge is one of many historic bridges which now reach almost to the 
source of the Clyde. Here a covenanting rout took place in 1679, 400 were killed and 
1200 taken prisoner by the Royalist forces, the prisoners were marched to Edinburgh 
where hundreds were incarcerated in the open Greyfriars churchyard over the winter, 
eventually some 300 or so were put on a ship to be transported to the colonies only to 
be drowned in the Pentland Firth when the ship sank. A monument beside the bridge 
commemorates the battle (Pl 120). The bridge was the only one in the mid-17th 
century on the Clyde going upstream, the only way to cross was by fording, resulting 
in many drownings. 
 
 

 Pl 118 b.  
 
Bothwell Parish Church, almost 
cathedral like, is the oldest 
collegiate church in Scotland 
still in use, it has beautiful stain 
glass and tapestries. Many 
architectural features dating 
back to 1398 can be seen and it 
is usually open to the public. 
 
The Doulton Ware monument is 
to Joanna Baillie, poetess and 
playwright, her father was 
minister of the church, but she 
left Bothwell when she was only 
seven.  
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Pl’s 120 & 121. Covenanter memorial Bothwell Bridge and the Netherton Cross 
at Hamilton Parish Church. 
 
Hamilton area 
Netherton Cross (Pl 121) was removed from its original position in what is now 
Strathclyde Country Park, to the Parish Church (Pl 122); built by William Adam in 
1734. The Christian Cross is dateable to around the 11th century and is a rare 
example of such a monument. Within the cemetery and against a wall is the graphic 
memorial to four covenanter martyrs (Pl 123), the four were beheaded for their part 
in the Pentland Rising in 1666, their monument tells their story:  
 
“Stay passenger take notice what thou reads 
At Edinburgh lie our bodies, here our heads 
Our right hands stood at Lanark these we want 
Because with them we swore the Covenant”. 
 

 

 
Pl’s 122 & 123. Hamilton Parish Church and the Covenanters gravestone there. 
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Hamilton Mausoleum (Pl 124 - 126) can still be visited by arrangement in the 
museum (below), originally intended as a magnificent burial vault and chapel, built by 
the 10th Duke of Hamilton (known as Il Magnifico) between 1842 and 1854, the 120 
foot high dome created a curious but unintended echo within, making it unsuitable for 
vocal purposes, the huge bronze doors were styled on the Baptistry doors at Florence 
Cathedral. The dome is a miniature version of the Pantheon in Rome. It nearly fell 
down when coal was undermined beneath it, and the deceased were move to nearby 
Bent cemetery. Hamilton has a fine museum (Pl 127) now housed in an old coaching 
inn built in 1696, here the history of the area in all its facets is beautifully displayed. 
The magnificent Hamilton Palace (Pl 128) unfortunately did succumb to coal mining 
operations and is sadly long gone however, an aspect of its former opulence can be 
gained by visiting its dog kennels at Chatelherault Country Park (Pl 129), also 
designed by William Adam. In the park are the remains of the ancient Cadzow Castle 
and, oaks (Pl 130), all of which date back to the 15th century.  
 
 

 
Pl 124. The entrance to Hamilton Mausoleum, the most impressive burial vault 
in Scotland. 



 

5 
 

 

 
Pl’s 124 & 126. Hamilton Mausoleum. One of two giant sleeping lions (with 
opened claws ready for action!) and the internal dome, awesome to behold. 
 
 

 
 
Pl 127. The Old Coaching House, now Hamilton Museum.  
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Pl 128. The second palace of Britain at Hamilton. Between the building and the 
contents perhaps the greatest loss of heritage in Scotland. 
 

 
Pl 129. The magnificent Chatelherault, designed by William Adam as ‘dog 
kennels’ for the Duke of Hamilton. An avenue of trees connected the palace with 
Chatelherault on the skyline. The site was nearly lost due to subsidence the same 
as the palace but was saved and turned into a heritage park. From here a path 
leads to Cadzow Castle and the amazing Cadzow oaks.   
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Pl 130. The ancient oaks of 
Cadzow where once roamed the 
wild white cattle and was a 
favourite hunting resort 
frequented by royalty. Near here is 
the earthwork site where the coin 
of Emperor Marcus Aurelius was 
found by Lanark Archaeology 
Society (Pl 85 above).  
 
The oak trees date back to the 15th 
century and are a unique habitat 
to species of insects.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Pl’s 130 & 131. An important aspect of the displays in Hamilton Museum is the 
collection of records and memorabilia of the Cameronian Regiment (Scottish 
Rifles). Formed originally in Douglas by the Earl of Angus (below) in 1689 it was 
later called The Cameronians, but finally disbanded in 1968. The name came 
from Richard Cameron a covenanter who died for his beliefs.  
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Pl 131 a. Hamilton Museum. 
 
Near Chatelherault and Fernigair in 
1936 & 1939 and in a sand quarry, a 
Bronze Age cemetery of nine burials 
was discovered and which contained 
both cists (stone coffins) and cremation 
burials in pots. The finds are now kept 
in both Hamilton and Glasgow 
museums, but included in the 
construction of one cist was an earlier 
Neolithic carved rock with circles and 
lines, obviously incomplete when used 
in the Bronze Age it is an example of 

the later culture embracing something special from their past. The stone may have 
formed a free standing monument when first made. See Wester Yardhouse below 
(Pl’s 162 & 163).  
 
East Kilbride, Strathaven, Larkhall areas. 
East Kilbride is the largest town in South Lanarkshire, but it is also the newest one 
being Scotland’s first New Town begun after WWII (1947) to take the Glasgow 
overspill. Before the New Town it had a modest population of around 3000, now it 
stands at c 75,000. The original village remains fairly intact and nearby on the north 
side of the town is Mains Castle (Pl 132) (now a private residence but can been 
viewed from the roads), picturesquely set beside a loch the 15th century tower is in 
excellent condition, nearby is a more ancient castle site, a 12th century motte.  
 
Along the same road to the east is The National Museum of Country Life a must visit 
location where a working farm and museum show and demonstrate past lives in rural 
Scotland. A most important “treasure” is the unique breed of horse, The Clydesdale Pl 
133) which can be seen at the museum along with early agricultural machines and 
memorabilia (Pl 134). 
 

 
Pl 132. Mains Castle East Kilbride. 
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Pl’s 133 & 134.   The iconic breed of heavy horse, the Clydesdale, originates from 
its name sake district, many local breeders still exist. Old tractors and other 
implements can be seen at the museum along with the livestock of the farm. 
 
  

 
Pl 135. Strathaven Castle. Sadly, little is left of the 15th century castle of the 
Black Douglas’s, the concrete ‘consolidation’ was done in 1912. 
 
  

 

 
Pl’s 132 & 133. Dalserf Church and McMillan Monument, and Hog back 
Gravestone. 
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Dalserf Church, Covenanter Monument and Hogback Stone (Pl’s 132 & 133). 
The church dates to 1665 and yet another covenanting memorial stands nearby. This 
one to John McMillan who became the founding father of the Reformed presbyterian 
Church of Scotland. Also at this site is  a remarkable hog back gravestone which lies 
beside the church, similar in style to the more well-known examples in Govan Church 
in Glasgow, they date to around the 11th century and are Viking age gravestones in the 
form of shrines. The Dalserf example is an outlier but shows the influence of the 
Vikings spreading up the Clyde. 
 
Craignethan Castle (Pl 134) near Crossford is a must see monument, spectacularly 
located on the River Nethan and sitting high on the cliff edge, the castle was built 
around 1530 by James Hamilton of Finnart. Later, because the Hamilton’s supported 
Mary Queen of Scots, the castle was partially demolished in 1579. When this 
happened a defensive ditch was infilled with rubble, only in 1972 was it re-excavated 
to reveal an unusual castle feature for Scotland; a caponier; vaulted chambers within 
the ditch from where guns could be fired along the gully. 
 

 
Pl 134. Craignethan Castle. Showing the great ditch with caponier at each end. 
The castle is open to the public by Historic Environment Scotland. 
 
Hallbar Tower (Pl 135) also near Crossford but on the opposite side of the Clyde is a 
complete 15th century tower house, it is the best preserved tower in the region, its 
stone roof covers a doocot. A wall known as a barmkin once surrounded the tower. It 
can be visited by appointment. 
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PL’s 135 & 136. Hallbar Tower can be hired as a holiday let, and the 
Triangulation pillar to commemorate Major general William Roy. 
 
A concrete pillar (Pl 136) seems to be an unusual monument to the past, however, 
near Carluke at Miltonhead is the birthplace of Major General William Roy, 
undisputed ‘father’ of the Ordinance Survey of Britain. The pillar is a trigonometrical 
point, which were used to eventually survey the entire area of Great Britain by a 
system known as triangulation. 
 
In Carluke itself is an exceedingly rare building for Scotland, High Mill (Pl 137) was 
a windmill, situated sensibly at the top of the town it was built in 1795. The building 
is being preserved hopefully to have it restored. 

  
Pl 137 & 138. Carluke High Mill and Nemphlar Bastle House (before 
alterations), hidden beneath a modern façade, the original vaulted basement 
(below) survives. 



 

12 
 

 
Pl 139. The original 16th century barrel vaulted basement of the Bastle House, 
from here an original internal stair led to the house above. 
 
In the tiny village of Nemphlar just outside Lanark, a rare example of a bastle house 
(Pl 138 & 139)  may be seen, these houses were the last defensive abodes to be built 
in Britain, with vaulted basements they could withstand the attacks of the infamous 
Border rievers in the 16th century. It is now a private home. Nearby is the graceful 
Cartland Bridge (Pl 139), built by the famous road and bridge builder Thomas 
Telford.  
 

 
Pl 139. The graceful Cartland Bridge from an old post card with washer women 
in the river. 
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Lanark is of course one of the most historic towns in Scotland, a Royal Burgh it is 
famous among other things as the place where the Scottish Wars of Independence 
began, with Scotland’s greatest patriot; William Wallace striking the first blow 
against the oppressive Edward I of England, when he attacked the motte castle. Such 
is the size of this site that a full bowling green now covers it. Wallace, whose statue is 
prominent at St Nicholas Church, ultimately paid the highest price for his endeavours 
for his country, while others whom he paved the way for, succeeded and thrived. 
Horse racing was an ancient activity at Lanark and the oldest racing trophy still 
survives; The 17th century Lanark Silver Bell (Pl’s 103 & 104 above) can still be 
seen in Hamilton Museum, sadly it is no longer competed for in Lanark as the 
racecourse no longer exists. However an unusual historic building connected with the 
racing does; The Horseracing Totaliser Board (Pl 142), the building was the first to be 
built in Scotland (1929) and the second in Britain, The Tote as it was known was 
designed as an alternative to illegal off course bookmakers.  
 
Another important relic of the town are the Queen Anne public weights (Pl 102 
above) dating to the time of the Union with England, in 1707. Several important 
buildings survive from the ancient past; St Kentigern’s church aisle (Pl 140) is 15th 
century, the town house of the Earl of Hyndford (Pl 141) dates to 1640, the little 
cups (Pl 117 above) were found in the attic there. The tollbooth (Pl 143) was built in 
1778. The cemetery at the top of the town  has yet another Covenanting memorial 
(Pl 144) to martyrs from the town. Many gravestones and monuments commemorate  
Lanark people including William Smellie, recognised as the ‘father’ of British 
midwifery.  
 
A spectacular monument: ‘The Spirit of Flight’ (Pl 145) installed at Lanark Loch in 
2010 commemorates the 100th anniversary of one of the world’s first aviation events, 
a hair raising racing spectacle at Lanark racecourse in 1910. During the first Scottish 
International Aviation Meeting 10 countries were represented by 20 aviators, the 
youngest being 16 years of age. Records were broken with speeds of 75mph and 6750 
feet in altitude being reached. 

  
Pl’s 140 & 141. St Kentigern’s church door and Hyndford House Lanark. 
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Pl 142.  Historic buildings come in all shapes and sizes, the last on site evidence of 
Lanark Racecourse hangs on precariously. Over 200 people were required to 
operate the Totaliser Board. Such evidence of Scotland’s great past are still 
being wiped off the face of the landscape.  
 

 
Pl 143. Lanark Tolbooth. 
 
Pl 144. Covenanter Memorial in Lanark 
cemetery. 
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Pl 145. An amazing monument to an amazing event. The Spirit of Flight 
commemorates the aviation event at Lanark in 1910. 
 
Lanark and district offers much to the visitor interested in the past and also natural 
wonders such as the various Falls of Clyde. 

 
Near the village of Forth, a 
former coal mining town, at 
Lawhead Farm there are the 
remains of a 17th century ‘lectern’ 
type doocot (Pl 146). It is a 
building under serious threat from 
disinterest, just one of many 
historic buildings in South 
Lanarkshire struggling to survive 
in the face of threat. Once gone an 
important part of local heritage 
disappears for ever. 
Doocots were a source of eggs, 
meat, and even the droppings were 
used in the manufacture of 
gunpowder!  
Theft from a doocot could be 
punished by having a hand 
chopped off – or even death! 
 
 

 
Pl 146. 
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New Lanark (Pl’s 147 - 149) is one of the most important industrial sites in Scotland, 
so significant it has been made into a World Heritage Site and is open all year round. 
 
The cotton spinning mills were set up beside the River Clyde in the 1780’s by David 
Dale and Richard Arkwright, four mills were built employing over 2000 people. Their 
importance lies not so much in their survival but by the philanthropic attitudes of Dale 
and his son in law Robert Owen. Many books have been written on the place and its 
operators and need not be repeated here, suffice to say that much of the original site 
remains intact and the full story is told there in displays and other ‘experiences’.  
 
The nearby Corra Linn better known as The Falls of Clyde are best visited when the 
river is in flood as much of the water is now diverted to the hydro electric power 
station, itself of historic industrial interest.  
 

 
Pl 147. The iconic post card view of New Lanark showing the entire complex 
beside the River Clyde, with Lanark town on the hill above. 
 

 
 Pl 148. Falls of Clyde. 
 
The elevated gorge made 
New Lanark possible, other 
cotton mills were at Blantyre 
further down the river. The 
walk from New Lanark is 
moderately easy. 
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Pl 149. Aerial view of modern day New Lanark. 
 
Moving to the east to a grouping of fifteen villages to the north of Biggar and Lanark, 
all have stories to tell and sites to visit, the landscape strewn between them is littered 
in pre-historic sites and find spots, here are a few of the most spectacular: 
 
Near Cleghorn and Ravenstruther is an amazing complex of Roman forts 
(Castledykes) and temporary marching camps, parts of the camp at Cleghorn are 
still visible with a Roman Road. 
 

 

 
Pl 150 & 151. Castledykes fort and temporary camps and Cleghorn temporary 
camp. Plans by RCAHMS (now HES). 
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Carnwath and Newbigging have rare survivors of market crosses (Pl’s 152 & 153), 
the one at Newbigging is mysterious as the village is unlikely ever to have the right to 
a market! 
 

 

 

Pl’s 152 & 153. Carnwath and Newbigging crosses.  
 
Carnwath also has the remains of a collegiate church belonging to the Sommerville 
family, their effigy tombstones (Pl’s 154 & 155) can be visited by appointment, the 
only other examples are at Douglas (below). A covenanter memorial stone is in the 
graveyard along with a medieval one. The motte (Pl 156) castle site in Carnwath golf 
course is quite spectacular, it once supported a 12th century wooden castle of the 
Sommerville family. The later medieval stone castle of Couthalley and by the same 
family, was built 1 mile to the NW, it had a morass surrounding it, but little now 
remains, however some important “Scottish Renaissance” carved stones from it are 
now at Ampherlaw House further north.  
 

 

 

Pl’s 154 & 155. The aisle of Carnwath Collegiate church and effigy tombstone 
within. 
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Pl’s 156 & 157. Man made mountains; Carnwath ‘pudding bowl’ motte and 
Tarbrax shale bing.  
 
At Tarbrax a huge red coloured spoil heap (Pl 157) is a legacy of the shale mining 
industry and where the shale was ‘cooked’ and paraffin oil was distilled from it, the 
world’s first oil industry which, extending into West Lothian employed thousand of 
miners and others. Only the conspicuous bings remain as a reminder of the industrial 
archaeology of the area. Sadly, most of South Lanarkshire coal bings have been 
removed, an exception being at Coalburn, these should be a lasting legacy of those 
who toiled in the mines. 
 
The Lang Whang near Carnwath has innumerable pre-historic monuments and sites 
including a chambered cairn (Pl 158) of Neolithic date. In the vicinity at Corse Law 
evidence of Mesolithic hunter gatherers has been found in the form of flint tools.  
 

 

 
Pl’s 158 & 159. Burngrange chambered cairn is the only example in South 
Lanarkshire where the chamber is exposed and Wester Yardhouses souterrain 
was possibly an Iron Age grain store, also the only example in the region.  
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Two distinctive monuments in the area but dating to the Iron Age are the Calla Broch 
and the Wester Yardhouses souterrain (Pl 159). The broch, only seen as a huge pile 
of stone, is a rare southern outlier to those found in northern Scotland and the under-
ground tunnel or souterrain would have been located beside a round house of the 
period. Many flint tools (Pl 160) of various ages have been found in the 
neighbourhood. An impressive piece of rock art (Pl 162 &163) dating to the Neolithic 
period but re-used in the Bronze Age as a cist capstone at nearby Hare Law is kept in 
the National Museum of Scotland, while the only example of a ‘cup and ring’ stone 
(Pl 164) from South Lanarkshire was recently found at Dunsyre, it is in Biggar 
Museum. 

 
Pl 160. A selection of the flint tools found at Wester Yardhouse Farm. Biggar 
Museum. 
 

 
 

Part of the stone in National Museum. 
 
Pl’s 162 & 163. One of only two examples of Neolithic rock art in South 
Lanarkshire (the other from Fernigair, Hamilton. Pl 131a above). 
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Pl’s 164 & 165. So far unique cup and ring stone from South Lanarkshire 
(Dunsyre), in Biggar Museum, and the magnificent 5000 year old plus Class II 
henge at Weston. 
 
At nearby Weston Farm is an impressive Class II (two entrances) Neolithic henge (Pl 
165), perfectly preserved, and in the fields around it a huge assemblage of Mesolithic 
microliths (Pl 8) and early Neolithic pottery was found by local archaeologists in 
ploughed fields. In one spot a rare combination of top and bottom stones of a saddle 
quern (Pl 22) were found, inverted in the ground seemingly as some sort of ritual 
abandonment. Nearby a rock crystal (Pl 20) possibly used as an amulet was found.  
 
At Dunsyre and Walston churchyards are some interesting 18th century ‘portrait’ 
tombstones (Pl 166) and at Dunsyre church the original and complete Jougs are 
retained on the wall, this was the neck collar to restrain local offenders for several 
Sundays to be publicly humiliated in the 17th & 18th centuries. Near Dunsyre the 
discovery of a cup and ring stone (Pl 164) was found within a drystane dyke, it is the 
only example know from Lanarkshire and can be seen in Biggar Museum.  
 

 
Pl 166. ‘Portrait’ tombstones Walston Church. Many of the older Lanarkshire 
cemeteries have examples of such monuments, they give an excellent idea of 
fashion and hairstyles of the period. 
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The villages of Walston and Elsrickle have much to offer for the purposes of this 
paper; Walston has produced three remarkable objects all dating to the Iron Age, they 
are all held and displayed in the Museum of Scotland in Edinburgh (Pl 71 above). 
Stray finds with no accurate find spots they nevertheless are of a spectacular nature. 
Firstly the bronze ball (Pl 73-76) is unique, with Celtic scroll design the solid ball is 
equally cast in two different grades of bronze, it has no parallels. The little bronze 
bull (Pl 71 & 76) is not unique but still an exceedingly rare object. The solid silver, so 
called ‘Pictish chain’ (Pl 77), is one of two found in Upper Clydesdale (see 
Crawfordjohn below), The chain has twenty double links and a single ring, it is 
therefore incomplete, but the terminal ring survives. Why this (and the other) chain 
should be found in this part of Scotland will probably always remain a mystery, were 
they part of lost booty? Were they deposited with their wearers? The questions are 
intriguing but unanswerable. Walston Church (now disused) also had a beautiful set of 
four Communion Cups (Pl 98-101) dating to 1647, two were purchased by Biggar 
Museum and two were acquired by the National Museums of Scotland when they 
came up for sale.  
 
Elsrickle can now claim the oldest known evidence for people in Scotland at Howburn 
Farm, here the local archaeologists discovered the 14,000 year old camp site and stone 
tools of reindeer hunters who walked across the area of the North Sea from the 
Hamburg region in Germany. The period is known as the Late Upper Palaeolithic 
and the people are known as the ‘Hamburgian’ culture, the site is unique in Britain, 
but others must surely be found in Scotland in due course (Pl’s 4-7). At the other end 
of the time scale, the village uniquely has two War Memorials, commemorating the 
fallen in WW I. Disgracefully, the minister who organised the main one (Pl 167) 
beside the church refused to have two names inscribed on it because the men 
involved, although working and living in the village, were not of ‘his’ Parish. A local 
man was appalled at the insensitivity and paid to have the “wee memorial” (Pl 168) 
made at the top of the village, conspicuously beside the road for all to see. 
 

  
Pl’s 167 & 168. The two war memorials in Elsrickle. On left is the main one and 
one the right ‘the wee memorial’. An unusual if not unique story. 
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Melbourne and Brownsbank Farms have also produced evidence of Early and Late 
Neolithic settlements and a Bronze Age beaker burial (Pl’s 48, 50-56 & 64)). 
Recently a Neolithic cursus monument was discovered at Melbourne, making this 
the second such ancient processional way, dating to the Neolithic period to be found 
in the neighbourhood, the other is near Wolf Clyde near Biggar (below). 
 
Biggar, like Lanark is steeped in history, but Biggar has a double attraction in its 
archaeology and museum. Beginning with sites to see, the Kirk (Pl 169) must be top 
of the list. Unique in Scotland as the last pre-reformation church to be built, 
completed around 1547 the first major ceremony may have been the funeral of the 
founder Malcolm Fleming, as he was killed at the Battle of Pinkie that same year. The 
church was built with defensive features such as a crenelated battlemented tower with 
gun ports! And a draw bar behind the door to prevent access. The cruciform shaped 
church has much to offer the visitor including a complete set of 19th/20th century stain 
glass windows. A pre-reformation gravestone (Pl 170 is stood in the church porch 
and the church still has its ‘repentance stool’ (Pl 171) dating to 1694. Of interest 
among the many fascinating gravestones is the memorial to the Gladstone family (Pl 
172), direct ancestors of the famous Prime Minister William Ewart Gladstone. Nearby 
are two quaint stones; one is an ‘Adam and Eve’ stone, and the other is an almost 
comical representation of a skeleton (Pl 173). Among many objects from the church is 
the claret jug (Pl 174) alluded to above. 
 

 
Pl 169. Biggar Kirk, the last Pre-Reformation church in Scotland. 
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Pl 170. 

 
Pl 171. 

 
Pl 174. [Biggar Museum] 

 
Pl 172. 

 
  Pl 173 
Pl’s 170 – 174. Both the church and the cemetery have much to offer visitors. 
 
Biggar motte (Pl 175) is one of the largest in the country, it was the home of Baldwin 
the Fleming, first Sherriff of Lanarkshire, when the County extended beyond Glasgow 
in the 12th century, later in the 15th century they moved to Boghall Castle, but it is a 
sad remnant of what it once was; the home of the Fleming family who were prominent 
in Scottish state affairs, perhaps best known was Mary Fleming, cousin, playmate, and 
lady in waiting to Mary Queen of Scots. An ancient gun (Pl’s 91-94); a hagbut was 
found there, it is reputed to be the oldest known in Scotland and is displayed at Biggar 
Museum where many other ‘treasures’ can be seen. The Biggar town gasworks (Pl 
176) is the only remaining town gasworks in Scotland, now preserved as an industrial 
museum, the original retorts dating to 1839 are still in situ, it is run by the National 
Museum. The Cadgers Brig (Pl 177) is a quaint 17/18th century packhorse bridge 
over Biggar Water, it has spurious associations with William Wallace. 
 
The Museum (Pl 178) must be visited as it contains a wealth of objects from the 
ancient past to modern times. The Boghall Gun is already given above, the museum 
tells the story of the local past through a unique display of scale models (Pl’s 179) of 
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archaeological sites, and many finds which were discovered here. Two items of 
profound significance are the Albion ‘Dogcart’ car (Pl 180) and the Menzies Moffat 
patchwork table covers (Pl’s 181 – 186 [see also Pl’s 109-111]). The Albion Motor 
industry began in Biggar at the turn of the 20th century by a local farmer, after making 
several cars, the business was moved to factories in Glasgow and became one of 
Scotland’s greatest motor vehicle manufacturers. Menzies Moffat was a local tailor in 
Biggar in the mid-19th century, from scraps of material he made two spectacular 
patchwork table covers, one is the largest of its type, and is therefore – unique. The 
use of superlatives in connection with this report could be considered an exaggeration, 
however the facts of each item reported will stand the rigours of examination. The 
tailor wished to be wrapped in his masterpieces as his burial shroud, but the town 
council paid for the funeral and kept the two works of art, otherwise they would have 
been lost to us. 
 
Biggar has the only town gas works (Pl 176) surviving in Scotland, built in 1839 it 
still has the original retorts for cooking the coal, it is now a museum of gas making 
and is operated by the National Museum.  
 
 

  
Pl’s 175 – 176. Biggar Motte and gasworks. 
 

 

 
 
Pl’s 177 & 178. The Cadgers Brig and Biggar 
Museum logo. 
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Pl’s 179 & 180. Biggar Museum model of Boghall 
Castle and the Albion Dogcart (car). 

 
 

  
 

Pl’s 181 – 186. The Menzies Moffat 
table covers in Biggar Museum. The 
smaller one is known as The Star table 
cover; it is circular but is mounted in a 
hexagonal frame. 
 
The 3d effect is seen as stars or cubes. 
Tom the Pipers son is holding the pig’s 
snout shut to keep it quiet, its foot is in 
his pocket and he is about to trip up 
with a cord round his ankle, the images 
are full of humour and drama. 
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Pl 184. Menzies Moffat larger table cover known as The Royal Crimean Hero 
table cover.  

  
Pl’s 186 & 186 [above]. Centre pieces with young Queen Victoria and prince 
Albert. Each piece of cloth is ‘butt’ stitched, no overlapping of pieces, note the 
detail of the stitching on sashes etc. 
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Pl’s 187 & 188. A lost treasure on Biggar Main Street but at least the four little 
cherubs riding the dolphin spouts were saved, now in Biggar Museum. 
 
Overlooking the town of Biggar the hill known as Biggar Common has produced from 
settlements sites the two largest collections of Early Neolithic pottery (e.g. Pl 43) so 
far discovered in Scotland, again, by the local archaeologists who have also amassed 
the largest collections of archaeological pitchstone (Pl 23) in Scotland and which 
dates to the same time as the above pottery; between 5500 and 6000 years ago. Biggar 
Common also has several important burial sites which produced remarkable objects 
including beakers, stone axes and daggers (e.g. Pl 26) . 
 
The Award Winning Biggar Archaeology Group (BAG), based in Biggar Museum has 
for the last four decades dominated research of the landscape in Upper Clyde and 
Tweed valleys, principally through ‘rescue’ work in ploughed fields, forests and 
reservoirs, however, important discoveries have also been made by professional units 
engaged in ‘developer funded work’ such as roads, quarries, pipeline and windfarm 
archaeology. Biggar Museum is the recipient for most of the finds from both 
voluntary and professional work and has therefore built up a nationally important 
collection of objects from the ancient past. As our tour progresses south of Biggar, the 
work BAG will come to the fore, intermixed with places worthy of a visit, to see 
archaeological and historical monuments and features. 
 
The village of Coulter is surrounded by impressive archaeological sites ranging from 
Iron Age hillforts, Bronze Age burnt mounds, field terraces of uncertain date and 
scatters of stone tools of all pre-historic eras. It was here that BAG discovered and 
excavated the first bastle house in Clydesdale; Windgate House (Pl 181) opened up a 
completely new research topic for Scotland. This scenario continues as we make our 
way south to the border with Dumfriesshire. 
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Pl 181. Windgate House. The first of several bastle house discoveries and 
excavations in Upper Clydesdale, telling the story of Border rievers and Lowland 
Clearances. The sites are preserved as visitor attractions. 
 
The small village of Covington has three significant monuments: The castle and 
doocot and the church. Covington Tower (Pl 182) (1442) is an impressive 15th 
century massive building with walls about 3m thick. Built before the advent of guns 
its vaulted basement was protected by arrow slits, a pit prison is in the SW corner and 
had its own garderobe (toilet). The 16th century ‘beehive’ doocot (Pl 183) is the 
earliest in Lanarkshire, it had over 500 nest boxes which would have supplied fresh 
meat, eggs and pigeon droppings, the latter could be used to make gunpowder. The 
church is important because of its 15th century windows.  
 
Nearby is the Covenanter Memorial to Donald Cargill. He had stayed overnight at 
Covington Mill but was betrayed by a local family, taken to Lanark, tied backwards 
on a horse with his feet tied below it, the next day he continued in the same manner to 
Edinburgh where he was soon executed in the Grass market there.   
 
Beside the main road at the farm is a monument to commemorate Robert Burns 
overnight stop, on his way to Edinburgh for the publication of his poems. 
 



 

30 
 

  
Pl’s 182 & 183. Covington Tower (15th C) and Doocot (16th C). Finds from the 
site are at Biggar Museum.  
 
                                                                                 Pl 184. Lamington Church 

Norman Doorway. 
                                                                            
The next villages of Lamington, 
Roberton and Wiston all take their 
names from their 12th century 
founders; Lambin and Robert (who 
were brothers) and Wice (all 
recorded in various charters). 
Lamington has the distinction of 
having a 12th century Norman 
doorway (Pl 184) in the north side 
of the 18th century church, how this 
came about is a mystery, but it may 
have come from a church of that 
period on the site. The village itself 
is more typical of an English scene 
as the cottages were built in that 
style by the First Lord Lamington 
in the mid-19th century, who 
inherited the estate and came from 
the Isle of Wight where he was the 
MP (to Queen Victoria). In the 
fields nearby a gold and sapphire 
ecclesiastical ring (Pl 91) was 
found, it can be seen in Biggar 
Museum. Also in the surrounding 

fields are a Roman fortlet and temporary camp but seen only as cropmark sites.  
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We move westwards to the villages of Lesmahagow, Coalburn and Douglas. 
Lesmahagow has the excavated remains of a Tironesian Priory (Pl 185), founded in 
1144 by King David I. Coalburn, like Lesmahagow, was a prominent coal mining 
community, the only legacy of which survives in one of the few remaining bings at 
Coalburn (Pl 186). 

  
Pl’s 185 & 186. Lesmahagow Priory site and Coalburn village and bing. 
 
Douglas on the other hand has much more to see and appreciate by a walk around the 
village. St Brides church (Pl 187) is perhaps the most important, having the effigy 
tombs (Pl 189 & 190) of the prominent Douglas family who played such an important 
role in Scottish history. The tower contains a clock (Pl 97) reputably gifted by Mary 
Queen of Scots,  it dates to 1565 and it still works! In the village there is the building 
which was once the Sun Inn (Pl 188), it was here in 1680 that the head and hands of 
the covenanting martyr Richard Cameron were held overnight en route to Edinburgh 
to serve as a warning to others. In 1689, the Angus regiment later known as the 
Cameronians was founded in Douglas to support King William. A statue of the 
young Earl of Angus (Pl 191) commemorates the event and him as its first colonel. 
The Cameronians, after a long and prestigious history were officially disbanded in 
Douglas on 14 May 1968. The tower ruin (Pl 192) often described as “Castle 
Dangerous” is all that is left of the old and new castles! The mansion house (Pl 193) 
and chapel were demolished in 1937, and like Hamilton Palace were sacrificed for 
coal mining below! It simply beggar’s belief.  
 
 

 

 
Pl’s 187 & 188. Douglas, St Brides church clock 
tower and the former Sun Inn. 
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Pl’s 189 & 190.  St Brides Church effigy tombs, there are others. 

  
Pl’s 191 & 192. Douglas. Statue of Earl of Angus and part of the old castle. 
 

 
Pl 193. The mansion house of Douglas with the tower of the old castle to the 
right. Demolished for coal! 
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Now we move south again to Crawfordjohn, where the saying is “step out of the 
world and into Crawfordjohn”. The village itself is now devoid of visible ancient sites 
but its history can be traced to the 12th century. Nevertheless, the district around 
abounds in places to visit, from hillforts, Bronze Age house sites, and the incredible 
Wildshaw Burn Stone Circle (Pl 194 -196), later in the story of the past here are the 
two bastle houses of Snar and Glendorch (Pl 197). However, one of the most 
remarkable finds from Scotland came from the parish; The Whitecleuch Pictish 
Silver Chain (Pl 71). The spectacular silver chain was found in the 19th century and 
like the Walston chain (Pl 71) it is inexplicable as to why it should have been found in 
Clydesdale. Regardless of that, the chain can easily be described as the most 
important example of the thirteen or, so which have been found and are of course 
unique to Scotland. Twenty two double links make it the longest example, but more 
importantly the terminal ring has beautiful red enamelled Pictish designs. It is 
displayed in the Museum of Scotland. 

 
 
Pl 194. Plan of the Wildshaw Burn Stone Circle showing various perfect 
alignments to solar sunrises and sunsets across pairs of stones. Only midsummer 
sunrise fails to align over pairs of stones; however, the time of year may be 
determined to 1/8 parts between solstices, equinoxes, and further subdivisions, 
making this site unique in Britain (but sadly mostly ignored!).  
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Pl’s 195 & 196. It took 6 years of monitoring to witness the various solar 
alignments (above). Left = Midwinter sunrise and right = midsummer sunset. 
The site is now a Scheduled Ancient Monument. 
 

 

 
RCAHMS Plan. 

Pl’s 197 & 198. The basement slit window on Glendorch Bastle House, and 
Blackhill fort plan.  
 
The stone circle was only discovered in 1989 by BAG, and research by them since 
shows it was used to predict solstice and equinox events by observing the rising and 
setting sun throughout the year. 
 
Blackhill near the village, sports an Iron Age hill top fort (Pl 198) which had at least 
two phases with earth banks and ditches and stone walls. On the same hill, lower on 
the south slopes are a set of Bronze Age house sites (Pl 199 - 200), but unlike the 
hillfort, these houses were occupied in more peaceable times as there is no aspect of 
defence surrounding them, they are in fact one of the numerous Bronze Age villages 
to be found in the upper Clyde and Tweed valleys.  
 
The Clydesdale bastle houses were also discovered and research by BAG as a unique 
archaeological project, several have been created into heritage trails and a model of 
the first to  discovered can be seen in Biggar Museum. The bastles tell of the infamous 
border rievers and also the story of the little known Lowland Clearances. Glendorch 
(Pl 197) is linked with the Foullis family who operated the lead and gold workings 
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near Leadhills (below) and effectively bank rolled James V and VI. The Foullis 
family also figure prominently in the success of the Hopetoun family and indeed the 
famous Adam house of that name at Queensferry, was built on the buried mineral 
treasures of Clydesdale. 
 

 
Pl 199. Blackhill Unenclosed Platform Settlement, a Bronze Age ‘village’ of 
potentially fifteen house sites, note the elevation above sea level and the fact that 
they are always strung along the hillsides with no defensive ditches. 
 
The village of Abington is actually in Crawfordjohn parish. Three nearby monuments 
are worthy of a visit: the crowning hilltop fort of Arbory (Pl 201 - 202), the enigmatic 
enclosure at Coldchapel (Pl 203), and right beside the A 702 road, the Abington 
motte and bailey castle site (Pl 204 - 205). Arbory hillfort is similar to that at 
Blackhill being at least two phases of build and occupation, but it is more spectacular 
as it overlooks the River Clyde. The Coldchapel site is a puzzle because it has no 
defensive ditch to account for the massive banks with surround the area, was it a 
settlement? Or could it have been for some long forgotten ritual purpose? The motte 
and bailey may have been the original ‘Albins town’, it is the only such site in 
Lanarkshire, but its history is lost in the mist of time, it lies beside the River Clyde 
which it used for part of its defences. 
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Pl 200. Artist impression [David Fisher] of an unenclosed platform settlement. 
 

  
RCAHMS Plan. Photo by David Thomson. 
Pl’s 201 & 202. Arbory Hillfort, Abington. Plan and aerial photograph showing 
ditches, ramparts, entrances, and stone walls. This is the ‘eagles’ eyrie ‘ of the 
Clyde which it overlooks, it is intervisible with Blackhill fort (above) and very 
comparable to it, the hillfort sites are always well worth the effort to visit them. 
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Pl 203. The enigmatic Coldchapel site view from the Abington Services. The 
massive banks have no corresponding ditches which make it less likely as a 
defensive site. Only excavation or other archaeological techniques can unravel 
this mysterious site. 
 

 
Pl 204. Abington motte and bailey castle site beside the Clyde and Abington 
Services. Photo by David Thomson clearly shows the only surviving motte with 
its bailey in South Lanarkshire. 
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Pl 205. Artist impression [David Fisher] of Abington motte and bailey castle with 
King David I and grandson Malcolm IV. 
 
The remainder of our trip is in the parish of Crawford which forms the southern tip of 
Lanarkshire. Crawford was an important meeting of the ways in Upper Clydesdale, 
here the Roman roads from Nithsdale and Annandale met at the fort in Crawford 
(Pl’s 206 & 207), it is one of the smallest forts in Scotland and was used in both the 
1st and 2nd centuries. Crawford Castle (Pl 208) dates mostly to the 16th century but it 
is built on a 12th century motte. [caution, this site is dangerous and should only be 
viewed from the roadside]. The castle had many Royal associations, and the motte is 
reputed to have been attacked by William Wallace when it was garrisoned by the 
English, it was described then as “ane great bastille”; a well defended place, 
interestingly, in the 16th century bastle houses were built around Crawford parish and 
elsewhere in Clydesdale. 
 
In archaeological terms the parish has an unprecedented range and number of ancient 
monuments and sites. Working back in time there are 16th century bastle houses and 
associated settlements, the sites of Glenochar, Wintercleuch and Smithwood (Pl’s 
209 - 212) all have interpretation panels installed on the excavated buildings for the 
benefit of visitors.  
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Pl’s 206 & 207. Crawford Roman fort. Plan by 
RCAHMS and model in Biggar Museum based on 
Antonine I period. 

 

 

 
Pl’s 208 & 209. Crawford Castle and 
Glenochar Bastle House. 

 

  
Pl’s 210 & 211. Wintercleuch and Smithwood bastle house sites excavated by 
BAG. 
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Pl 212. Artist impression [David Fisher] of a Bastle House under attack. 
 
But it is to the pre-historic period that numbers of sites escalate; firstly the Iron Age 
settlements as forts are all highly visible, as are the Bronze Age villages of 
unenclosed platform settlements (see above). Burials of both cremation and 
inhumation of the Bronze Age period have been found and within the Camps 
Reservoir, BAG discovered and excavated two cremation and inhumation cemeteries, 
one grave contained the only pair of ‘napkin rings’ (Pl 213) to be found in Britain, 
these are assumed to have been cloak fasteners made from coal. Peculiar and still 
poorly understood site types of that period are burnt mounds (Pl’s 214 & 215), 
which were places where water was heated for an as yet unknown purpose, but most 
likely not for cooking and possibly as saunas.  
 

 
Pl 213. Camps reservoir napkin rings. The only pair in Britain to have been 
found in a Bronze age grave, reckoned to be cloak fasteners. 
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Pl’s 214 & 215. Sweetshaw burnt mound at Daer Reservoir and artist impression 
[Sandra Kelly] of activity involving stones, fire, water trough and discard pile.  
 
The Neolithic is represented by another Class II henge (Pl 216) at Normangill (see 
Weston above) on the Camps road, the formerly complete ritual monument has been 
truncated by the road. In 1990 Daer valley had no visible archaeological sites and only 
two had been recorded, now, thanks to the work of BAG there are dozens, the most 
remarkable of those are the thirty odd Mesolithic camp sites found within the 
reservoir and the forests that surround it. Daer was the first place where human 
activity in Scotland was shown to have existed before 10,000 years ago in Scotland, 
furthermore the tiny microlith tools (Pl 217) on that site have no known parallels for 
their geology, believed to be a silicified limestone, they are unique and possibly were 
derived from the middle of the North Sea when it was dry land! 
 

 
Pl’s 216 & 217. Crawford Class II 
henge plan by RCAHMS, and 
unique microliths of unknown 
rock type, 10,000 years old!  
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Finally, the village of Leadhills also has a number of superlatives in its history and 
visible attractions, and taken with Wanlockhead, the highest village in Scotland just 
over the hill, and over the border into Dumfriesshire, a whole day can be spent 
exploring. Wanlockhead does not figure in this paper but it would be remiss not to 
mention the excellent museum there which is well worth a visit, including a trip 
under-ground to visit an actual lead mine.  
 
Leadhills has the oldest subscription library (Pl 218) in Britain, founded in 1741, the 
Alan Ramsay Library contains among other relics, rare ‘bargain books’ which 
document the lead miner’s activities in the 18/19th centuries. The first records of lead 
extraction in the area date to the 12th century by the monks of Newbattle Abbey. 
However not only was lead a valuable source of income to the nation, but alluvial 
gold was also worked with great success, bankrolling the Monarchy, and providing 
gold for the unusual coin of James V wearing a hat for the first time instead of a 
crown, and therefore known as ‘bonnet’ pieces’ (Pl 96). Mining engineer William 
Symington (Pl 219) was lately recognised as being the inventor of the steam power 
boat. Born in Leadhills in 1764, he conducted experiments with a small craft on 
Dalswinton Loch in Dumfriesshire, witnessed by Robert Burns no less. Then he built 
the canal paddle boat ‘The Charlotte Dundas’ (Pl 220) named after the daughter of 
his patron, Lord Dundas. The ship was successful but fell foul of politics and was 
discontinued, leaving the way open for Henry Bell to become famous as the inventor 
of the first sea going paddle steamer; The Comet in 1812. Bell was gracious enough to 
acknowledge his debt to Symington when he visited the latter’s vessel at Kirkintilloch 
while designing his own ship. Symington died in relative poverty and Bell only faired 
slightly better after their pioneering contributions to world engineering. An impressive 
monument was raised to Symington in the village to commemorate him (Pl’s 219 & 
220). The fame of another individual in Leadhills is down to the fact that he lived to 
the ripe age of 137! John Taylor, died in 1770, however, his age is sometimes 
disputed, he may only have lived to 132! The so called Curfew Bell (Pl 222) in the 
village was supposed to be rung in times of calamity in the mines. Surmounting the 
summit of the Lowther Hill (Pl 223) is a civil aviation radar station in the form of a 
huge ‘ball’, it was towards this beacon that the ill fated Lockerbie Pan Am jet was 
heading before turning west to the USA.  

 
Pl 218.  
 
Leadhills Library. 
 
Open to the public for 
display and research 
purposes. 
 
Rare books and 
minerals. 
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Pl’s 219 & 220. William Symington memorial in Leadhills and showing the first 
steam boat in the world; the Charlotte Dundas. 
 

  
Pl’s 221 & 222. Leadhills Library banner and the Curfew Bell. 
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Pl’s 223 & 224. The civil aviation radar of Lowther Hill. Well worth the climb to 
see much of the Southern Uplands of Scotland. 
 
Summary 
This report in four parts, should be viewed simply as a pictorial essay of places, 
buildings and objects which are worthy of visiting and viewing. Each one has a fuller 
story to tell but which cannot be given here, the bibliography (not in itself exhaustive) 
will allow the reader to research particular aspects in more detail if desired. Objects 
are displayed in Hamilton, Biggar, Lanark, Glasgow, and Edinburgh museums. 
Records are held at the above and also in libraries in Hamilton, Leadhills, Lanark and 
especially at Biggar Museum. The full archaeological and built heritage records of 
Scotland are held with Historic Environment Scotland in Edinburgh and all are 
welcoming places for researchers. Perhaps slightly less easy to access are records in 
the Scottish Records Office, National Library of Scotland, and the larger city libraries 
such as the Mitchell in Glasgow. 
 
Finally, because the writer was based at Biggar Museum for many years for both 
archaeological, curatorial, and historical work, this report is biased on Biggar and the 
upper reaches of the Clyde. Doubtless the reader will find many places or artefacts to 
be found in the rest of the district and which are not included here, for this the writer 
apologises and admits that this effort may not be comprehensive in coverage of all 
matters of antiquity to be found in South Lanarkshire.  
 
Undoubtedly the greatest modern treasure of South Lanarkshire, indeed the whole of 
Scotland, was Hamilton Palace and its contents from the 17th to the 19th centuries. 
Described as the “Grandest stately home in Britain” it rivalled the Royal households 
and collections and was second to no other. The Hamilton’s were the premier 
dukedom of Scotland and third in Britain, their power, influence, and fortunes were 
vast, and the public display of that was Hamilton Palace and Estates. It is incredible 
that it has all but disappeared due to their arrogance, selfishness, and egos, and it has 
to be said, stupidity of the various male heirs to the family fortunes. Their entire 
downfall and that of the Palace was all of their own making. Hamilton would have 
been the premier destination for tourists in Scotland if it had survived, easily beating 
Edinburgh and Stirling Castles. The so called “treasures” described in the foregoing 
pages really cannot be compared to the loss at Hamilton where the finest works of art 
in the world were held. At the other end of the scale in Biggar the old High School 
where generations of Biggar students learned about the world, was swept away 
recently – to make a car park! Many other tragic losses especially of buildings have 
taken place even in recent years and one wonders will it ever end? 
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Conclusion and last words. 
 
For over fourteen millennia people in Scotland have lived off the countryside within 
which they have lived. From Neolithic times technological advances have steadily 
been made allowing people to develop a more sophisticated lifestyle and a more 
complex culture. It can be demonstrated through the study of archaeology and history 
that from this time the environment has undergone considerable change, mostly due to 
the activities of people. Until the 18th century the rate of change, as it affected the 
environment, was relatively slow and gradual, but now, as we live in the new 
Millennium, change is taking place at an alarming rate. Our contemporary society 
differs from all previous societies in that the economy is no longer based on 
agriculture, although we still rely on it to produce our food. Our society is driven by 
commerce and is technologically and industrially based, with all that means in terms 
of a threat to the environment. The lesson from the past is that in Scotland, as in the 
rest of the world, we must respect and cherish our fragile landscapes and all they 
contain if we are not to destroy them and the other creatures which inhabit them. Our 
knowledge means that we no longer have the excuse of ignorance to continue the 
ruthless exploitation of our surroundings, that is the lesson from the past, and it is that 
lesson our society must take on board for the benefit of our descendants. 
 
South Lanarkshire has a remarkable legacy of archaeological and historical sites, 
monuments, buildings, objects, and a history to go with many of them, and 
furthermore it is surrounded by similar landscapes. Much of this is displayed in local 
and Glasgow and Edinburgh museums, or is available in libraries. Each place and 
object is unique, and this essay has attempted to present the best selection for the 
public to visit and to enjoy. 
 
The writer hopes the reader has enjoyed reading about and seeing “The Treasures of 
South Lanarkshire”, in all of their varied forms, but the illustrations and text given 
here can never substitute for the real thing, be it an object, a building or a spot on the 
landscape, hopefully this essay will inspire people to seek out the actual ‘Treasures’ 
whether in a museum, a street or a field, and soak up the story of the incredible past in 
South Lanarkshire.   
 
In conclusion we have lost a lot of our built and buried treasures, many of which we 
shall never know about, but many of which we do. Because of the sheer wealth of 
objects and places of common heritable value in South Lanarkshire, it could be argued 
that the loss of some is not a problem. However, each site or object is unique, and 
therefore has a unique story to tell about our past, we cannot afford to throw away 
pages of history or pieces of the jigsaw the way we do. The past is the foundation of 
the present, but more importantly – of the future.  
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