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The Treasures of South Lanarkshire.  Part 3 

The World of Metal and other materials 
 
The two preceding sections on the Treasures of South Lanarkshire dealt with stone 
and ceramic discoveries, this final report of the pre-historic trilogy describes some of 
the most spectacular metal objects and they come in the Olympian styles of gold, 
silver and bronze, and although that may be conceived as their order of importance, it 
is not necessarily true for archaeological significance. Some of these spectacular finds 
leave early pre-history behind and bring us into the Iron Age and Romano British 
times, however Part 3 will conclude with metal objects of more recent date and also 
objects made with other materials. 
 
The Bronze Age was the first age of metal, firstly copper was smelted, and then tin 
was alloyed with it to make the much harder bronze. Gold made its appearance early 
in the metal story but unfortunately most of it has been found outwith archaeological 
contexts, as indeed has nearly all of the bronze. There are no items purely of copper 
known from South Lanarkshire. Silver in the context of this work belongs to the early 
historic period; however it would be remiss not to make passing reference to the lead 
beads discovered in a Bronze Age cist near West Linton, and not far from the 
Lanarkshire border, as these are currently unique in Scotland (Pl 70). 
 

 
Pl 70. The West Water necklaces, one of cannel coal disc beads and the other of 
tiny lead beads, the earliest known use of lead in Britain. Unique beads in a 
unique combination, they can be seen in the Museum of Scotland. 
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It seems strange that in the age of metal detectorists few new reports of prehistoric 
metal have been forthcoming despite the fact that many items were found without 
scientific aids in the past. It is inconceivable that no undiscovered metal lies in the 
ground; excitingly, the members of BAG have been privileged to be involved in one 
such discovery; a bronze palstave at Fruid Reservoir, in Peeblesshire.  The rest of the 
items given here are the work of others or have been chance finds.   
 
Plate 71 (Frontispiece) illustrates a range of objects of the most spectacular kind. This 
photograph was specially commissioned by the National Museums of Scotland 
(NMS) for the writer and he is extremely grateful for it. It was also arranged by him 
during his period of employment at NMS as a temporary museum assistant. All of 
these objects are currently displayed in the Museum of Scotland in Edinburgh.  
 
The two gold lunulae  (Pl’s 71 & 72) although not the most attractive in design terms, 
are nevertheless unique in Britain as being the only pair to be found and where it can 
be seen that the same crafts person made both, with the same tools. The story of their 
discovery is fascinating and some of it may be mythical, however, they are  reputed to 
have been discovered by a ploughman in 1858 at Southside Farm, which is actually in 
Peeblesshire but only a mile from the town of Biggar. They were discarded into a 
kitchen fireplace as worthless metal, when a visitor to the farmhouse, poked them out 
to realise their true significance in terms of the metal. Eventually they found their way 
to Coultermains House nearby and where the Victorian antiquarian and collector 
Adam Sim lived. Details of any transaction between the discoverers and Sim are 
unknown, but they remained in his collection until he donated one to the National 
Museum of Antiquities in 1861 and the other found its way there eventually after his 
death. They are around 4000 years old. 
 
The small gold penannular ring or ‘lock ring’  (Pl 71) was found near Boghall Farm 
in Biggar. Made from sheet gold it is decorated with tiny corrugations and is thought 
to have been for hair adornment. 
 
Gold ribbon torc (Pl 71) was found near Coulter and is fashioned by twisting a gold 
bar to form the spiral which terminates with two hooked ends. At c331mm in total 
length the object is circa 100mm in diameter and could have been used as an armlet, 
alternatively and by attaching extra cordage to the hooks it could have been used as a 
crescentic shaped neck or chest ornament. 
 
Three gold bangles  (Pl 71) were found at Stonehill near Rigside. 
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Pl 71. Truly the most spectacular Treasures of South Lanarkshire. By kind 
permission of the Trustees of the National Museums of Scotland.  
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Pl 72. Southside Lunula showing detail of decoration with dots and lines. 
 
Bronze sword (Pl’s 71 & 77) was found at Cowgill near Coulter, it is one of two 
found locally, the other came from Douglas but its whereabouts is uncertain. 
Typically a Late Bronze Age object, these ‘leaf’ swords are not uncommon in Britain. 
They are weapons of conflict between humans and not for hunting, therefore we see 
society developing the trend of aggression among humans which has prevailed ever 
since with the need for greater and greater sophistication of weapons. 
 
The two bronze objects top right  (Pl 71) are from the excavations at Cairngryffe fort 
by the great Gordon Childe and they represent fittings from a chariot being a terret 
ring and a possible linch pin, probably used with the reins of the vehicle. They have 
been suggested as being influence from northern Scotland, the area of the Caledonian 
tribes.  
 
The little bronze bull (Pl’s 71 & 73) was found near Walston, but little is known 
about it. Bulls had a sacred significance in Celtic artwork as many small objects like 
this and bulls’ heads are found throughout Europe. 
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The bronze ball (Pl’s 71 & 73) was also found near Walston and is a unique object 
made from copper alloy, however it has been cast in two halves with a Celtic design 
but in two different coloured metals. It is reckoned as being between AD 200 and AD 
800 but its use is unknown. Some people believe it was J K Rowlings inspiration for 
the Golden Snitch in the Harry Potter story. 
 

 
Pl 73. Both objects were found at Walston near Biggar. Their true significance is 
presently lost to us. Museum of Scotland. 
 

   
 
Pl’s 74 – 76. Showing detail the bronze ball. Museum of Scotland. 
 
The bronze beaded torc  (Pl 71) was found in the excavations of Hyndford crannog 
near Lanark in 1898, which has associations with the nearby Roman fort of 
Castledykes. However, the torc is of Celtic artwork, it has twelve cast bronze beads 
strung on an iron core with bronze ‘end-blocks’.   
 
The two magnificent silver chains (Pl 71 & 77-79) are examples of the so called 
massive Pictish chains with double links and connecting ring. The larger of the two 
was found in a drain by local shepherd John Murray near the village of Crawfordjohn 
in 1869, originally it had 46 links but two have since been removed, its weight is 
1.753kg (3lb14oz). The other was found at Walston near Biggar. Known as Pictish 
Silver Chains, the Crawfordjohn example is probably the best since its terminal ring is 
embellished with red enamelled classic Pictish symbolism in the form of ‘Z’ Rod and 
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Double Disc motifs. Of the ten in existence only three have been found north of the 
River Forth (Pictland), why the others should be found out with the recognised 
cultural area is a mystery and two in such close proximity in Clydesdale reinforces 
their mystique. It is suspected that they may have been made from re-cycled Roman 
silver. The chains are clearly prestigious objects but who made them, who wore them 
and on what occasions remains a puzzle, as does their deposition in Clydesdale.  
 

 

 
PL 77. Some of the massive silver chains unique to Scotland with the Walston 
and Whitecleuch chains shown for comparison with others. 
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Pl 78. The Whitecleuch chain, the largest and with classic ‘Pictish’ symbols on 
the terminal ring, including a ‘Z’ rod and double disc. Museum of Scotland. 

 
Pl 79. Whitecleuch chain terminal ring showing symbols. 
 
Other Bronze Age objects 
Many Bronze Age objects especially weapons and tools have been found in 
Lanarkshire, however as stated above those which came from the 19th century Sim 
Collection have problems with provenance and indeed authenticity. Therefore one has 
to be cautious with attribution, and we have only the word of the people who sold 
items to Sim regarding where they were found. Indeed, recent metallurgical tests on 
some bronze axes now in the National Museum are shown to be forgeries! Ancient 
bronze is derived solely from copper and tin, but authentic looking axes from Sims 
collection are shown to have zinc in their makeup, indicating they were alloyed with 
gun metal containing brass. Poor Sim could hardly be blamed for thinking the objects 
were genuine even if their find spots were lies, they fooled the leading experts for 
years. 
 
Objects which follow are in the Museum of Scotland and are by kind permission of 
the Trustees of the National Museums. They are only a small selection of such items 
in the National Collections in Edinburgh. Glasgow Museum also hold further metal 
items from South Lanarkshire. 
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Pl 80. Early Bronze Age flat axes. Pl 81. Middle Bronze Age palstaves and 

a Late Bronze Age socketed axe in the 
centre. 

 

 
Pl 82. Late Bronze Age sword (see Pl 71) and spear heads. Weapons, not tools. 
 

 
Pl 83. Bronze Age chisel, decorative socketed axe (Late Bronze Age) and bangle 
found with the beaker at Crawford [see Pl 62 above]. 
Pl’s 80 – 83 all pics by National Museums. 
 
No Bronze arrow heads of the period are known, they were still being fashioned 
from flint. 



 9 

The so called “Iron Age” and “Dark Ages” (late Iron Age) are relatively poorly 
represented in objects from South Lanarkshire apart from those objects shown in Plate 
71. At those times conflict was a fact of life as is shown in the numerous spectacular 
hillforts (below), but we have few objects from those places because so little 
archaeological exploration has taken place. The finds from Lanark crannog and 
Cainrgryffe Hillfort and other chance finds indicate what can be found (Pl 71) of the 
period.  
 
The Romans have left some artefactual record with objects being found by 
excavations and also by chance finds, the majority of Roman finds from the area are 
to be viewed in Glasgow Museums. The Antonine Wall has seen extensive excavation 
programmes especially on forts, where countless objects have been found, but the 
Wall does not touch South Lanarkshire, work has however been done at Castledykes 
near Lanark and at Crawford forts. 
 

  
Pl 85. The silver denarius of Emperor Marcus Aurelius (AD161-180) found at 
Cadzow in Hamilton.  
 
The coin (PL 85) was found by Lanark & District Archaeological Society during 
excavations at High Parks in Hamilton on an earthwork there. However it may have 
been an unrelated chance loss. 
 
Other items have been unearthed such as the magnificent flagon (below) found in a 
burn at Saddlerhead Coalburn in 1810. It also has no proven context and like the coin 
above may have been a random loss as the Romans explored the territory. It was 
donated to the Hunterian Museum in Glasgow. 
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PL 86. Known as the Lesmahagow Jug because it was found in the Parish of that 
name. Hunterian Museum Glasgow. 
 

BUT - 
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LOOK AT THE OTHER SIDE ! 

 

 
Pl 87. The jug was found at the side of a burn but had been trampled by cattle as 
it had emerged! 
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We now come in to the medieval period and an assortment of objects have survived 
the hands of the ancient recyclers of metal, which must account for thousands of items 
of all periods found down the centuries. We shall never know what has succumbed to 
this fate but in inevitably happened. 
 

 
Pl 88. Thankerton hoard of Edward I & II silver pennies. Biggar Museum. 
 

 
Pl 89. Wandel hoard of Edward I & II silver pennies. Biggar Museum. 
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PL 90. Cross Cryne hoard of Edward I & II silver pennies. Biggar Museum. 
 
It is recorded fact that Edward II was camped at Biggar in October 1310 when he 
made a futile show of strength in his attempt to subjugate Scotland. He marched into 
Scotland on his way to Stirling via Cross Cryne at Biggar where he declared the 
border between Scotland and England was to be. The suggestion was of course 
ignored with derision as was he. What we now know is that his soldiers lost small 
hoards of silver pennies during their peregrinations around Biggar, probably while 
trying to bribe or bully local inhabitants as was their wont. We know the coins were 
not lost during the reign of Edward I because denominations of his son are present in 
the groupings. Therefore the coins were lost at Thankerton, Wandel and at Cross 
Cryne, the former two were found by metal detectorists and were acquired by Biggar 
Museum through Treasure Trove, the Cross Cryne coins were found co-incidentally 
where the two gold lunulae (Pl 71) were found and were donated to the museum. 
BAG also found another small hoard of similar pennies at Logan in Tweedsmuir (also 
in Biggar Museum).  
 
The Lamington ring (Pl 91) was found near the church by metal detecting and was 
acquired by Biggar Museum through the Treasure Trove system. It is a beautiful gold 
ring with a cabochon Ceylon sapphire. Such rings are normally associated with 
ecclesiastics of high order in the Catholic church, e.g. a Bishops ring.  
 
There would be no such abode for such a high church official at Lamington, and 
therefore the ring is probably a random loss. Although Lamington church (18th C) has 
a magnificent Norman doorway of 12th century date, the ring is much later.  
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Pl 91. Lamington ecclesiastical ring. Biggar Museum. 
 
By complete contrast, a cast iron pipe may compare poorly with a gold and sapphire 
ring, however this pipe is the oldest known gun in Scotland ! 
 

 
Pl 91. The Boghall Gun, a hagbut, the oldest known gun in Scotland. Biggar 
Museum. 
 

   
Pl’s 92 – 94. The Boghall Gun details of muzzle, butt and touch hole. 
 
Technically known as a hagbut, the gun (Pl’s 91 – 94) dates to the early 15th century 
and was probably made in France. It was found at Boghall Castle in Biggar in 1888 
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and for decades lay in Biggar Kirk porch exposed to the elements summer and winter 
until its significance was finally realised. Such is the quality of the iron from which it 
was cast. To put it into some perspective it is about fifty years older than the famous 
Mons Meg gun at Edinburgh Castle. A 15th century gun port or hole was found in the 
excavations at Boghall where 16th century gun ports can still be seen in the walls on 
the building. 
 
 

 
Pl 95. St Mary’s church Biggar, 16th/17th century pewter laver. Biggar Museum.  
 
A rather battered looking ewer or laver or communion jug (Pl 95) was used in the 
church from the 17th century but may be slightly older. It is reckoned to be the earliest 
example of its type in a Scottish church or at least one of the earliest to survive.  
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Pl 96. A gold ‘Bonnet Piece’ made with Leadhills gold for James V in 1540. 
 
The first coins to be made in Scotland with the monarch wearing a hat were known as 
‘Bonnet Pieces’, minted in the reign of James V who was no stranger to Clydesdale. 
These extremely rare coins were ‘ducats’ and were made in the third coinage of James 
in 1539 and 1540. The gold was obtained from the alluvial deposits at Leadhills which 
were worked with great success and bankrolled the monarchy to the reign of his 
grandson James VI. Interestingly the coins shows the style of hair and beard of the 
king.  
 
Plate 97 below shows an object few people will ever have seen in reality. It is the 
clock in the tower of St Brides Church in Douglas and is reputed to have been a gift 
from Mary Queen of Scots. The clock, dated 1565, was to mark the Queens marriage 
to Lord Darnley, whose mother was Lady Margaret Douglas. The tower actually dates 
to 1618, but the clock is said to run 5 minutes fast in keeping with the Douglas motto 
“Jamais Arriere” (never late). 
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Pl 97. The Douglas St Brides clock, reputably a gift from Mary Queen of Scots. 
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Walston Silver (Pl’s 98 - 101) 

The set of four silver 17th century communion cups were presented to Walston 
Church by Christopher Baillie in 1657, Biggar Museum acquired two of them while 
the National Museum of Scotland acquired the other two. They are believed to be the 
work of the Edinburgh goldsmith George Robertson II. 
 

 
Pl 98. The Walston Church Communion Cups. 1657. Two in Biggar Museum. 
 

   
Pl’s 99 – 101. Showing details of the Walston Church Communion Cups. 
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Lanark Weights (Pl 102) 

The Royal Burgh of Lanark [AD 1140] retains an impressive set of weights and 
measures all dating to 1707, that important year when the Union with England Act 
was passed by the Parliament of Scotland during the reign of Queen Anne. Lanark 
was important as the place where all burgh weights and measures in Scotland were 
tested before 1707, but after that date the function became redundant. 
 

 
Pl 102. Lanark Town Weights. Queen Anne 1707. South Lanarkshire Council. 
 

  
Pl 103. Lanark Silver Bell Racing Trophy. South Lanarkshire Council. 
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Pl 104. Lanark Silver Bell Racing Trophy. South Lanarkshire Council. 
 

Lanark Silver Bell Racing Trophy (Pl’s 103 & 104).  

Lanark Town Council had a horse  racing trophy made for them in 1608, with their 
coat of arms as a centre piece on the bell, later it was known as the Lanark Silver Bell. 
It is reputed to be the oldest such trophy in the world but sadly because of the demise 
of Lanark Racecourse it is no longer competed for there, it is however still used for 
races in Hamilton where it is usually on display at Hamilton Museum. 
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The bell stands 4 inches high and 4 inches in diameter (100mm). Each winner had 
their details engraved on a small silver shield which was then attached to the Bell. 
After 1903 the winner no longer received the trophy to keep for the year but was 
presented with a replica. Their name engraved on a shield was still attached to the 
trophy. The stand the bell rests upon was a Victorian addition to house the increasing 
number of shields. The earliest shield is inscribed 'Won by me, Sir John Hamilton of 
Trabroun, 1628', but after that the next earliest shield dates to 1852. 

 
The hall-mark is unusual by being engraved rather than stamped, making it  unique in 
Scotland, and there are other peculiarities about it. The first mark is RD for Robert 
Denneistoun the Edinburgh goldsmith who made it. XI D is the quality of silver in 
deniers (another unique mark), HL stands for Henry Lindsay who should have been 
the deacon to approve of it but there seems to be no record of him being deacon. Also 
the mark for Lanark town is absent!     

A detailed report on the Silver Bell is available, see below. 

The Lee Penny (Pl’s105 & 106). 

 

 

 
Pl’s 105 & 106. The Lee Penny and snuff box container. Private possession 
Lockhart family.                                               

                               

The Lee Penny (Pl’s 105&106) is one of the most intriguing objects in South 
Lanarkshire. Still retained by the Lockhart family the object which has been credited 
with healing powers as a talisman has a fascinating history.  
 
The amulet is a ruby coloured stone mounted on a silver groat of the reign of Edward 
IV (1422-1483). However, the story of the gem, if indeed it is a gem, goes further 
back to one of the Crusades. In 1330 Sir Symon Locard returned from Spain after the 
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episode of Robert Bruce’s heart and Sir James Douglas in fighting the Saracens on 
behalf of the King of Spain. Douglas of course was killed throwing the silver casket 
with the heart ahead and shouting “forward”, the heart and word were then taken by 
the Douglas family as part of their armorial and motto. Locard was the keyholder of 
the casket. 
 
He also brought with him the object which has since been known as ‘The Lee Penny’. 
The story is that he was holding an emir of the Muslim faith ransom when the mother 
of the prisoner arrived to make the payment. She accidentally dropped the stone and 
because she hurriedly tried to recover it Locard was suspicious and demanded it. The 
lady told him of its healing powers and so it came to Scotland.  
 
Dipped in water and swirled three times was good enough to cure many ailments, 
especially in animals. The legend of the object was secured and its was apparently 
used to good effect in some cases as several stories recount.  
 
After the Reformation there were instances of accusations of witchcraft because of its 
use. Sir Walter Scott (love him or hate him) used the story for his fictional ‘The 
Talisman’ and like many other things he wrote of, secured its legacy in Scottish myth. 
The Lee Penny is now kept in a beautiful gold snuff box presented to James Lockhart  
by Maria Theresa, Empress of Austria in 1789, for his services to her as a soldier. 
 
So it is that the above objects are presented as The Treasures of South Lanarkshire, 
however many more exist in museum and other collections which were not readily 
available to the writer, who nevertheless hopes to access them and produced an 
addenda to this story of objects.  
 
We can include a few items which are not of metal, stone or ceramic to continue the 
theme.  
 
The Lesmahagow Missal. (Pl 107). 
There are many family manuscripts in archives both public and private and these deal 
with important historical facts as opposed to myth. Church documents similarly help 
greatly with local and national history and some of those go back to the 12th century 
under the reign of King David I.  
 
The Lesmahagow Missal (Pl 107)(a prayer book), dates to circa 1240, and was 
removed from the Lesmahagow Priory in 1336 by one John of Eltham, brother of 
Edward III. Unlike so many of our Scottish treasures and manuscripts which were 
removed or destroyed by English invaders in medieval and later times, this one made 
its way back and is now kept in the National Library of Scotland, it is the earliest 
surviving missal in Scotland.  
 
One can only imagine the fantastic wealth of such documents as once existed, 
beautifully illuminated vellum pages which are works of art par excellence. Many 
would have been destroyed through warfare and The Reformation which also put paid 
to much of British architecture.  
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PL 107. The Lesmahagow Missal. National Library of Scotland. 
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From velum we turn to cloth. The Menzies Moffat ‘Tapestries’ (actually patchworks) 
and on display in Biggar Museum are a joy to behold and to wonder at. Only dating to 
the mid-19th century they are however unique, one of them being the largest of its 
kind in existence. A local tailor Menzies Moffat (1828-1907) retained all the offcuts 
of his trade and converted them into two magnificent patchwork table covers. The 
largest measures 9 feet by 8 feet (2.7m by 2.4m) and the other, round one is about 6 
feet in diameter (1.18m), the round one is now mounted in a hexagonal frame. 
 
Around the time of the Crimea War (1853-56), Menzies started his epic works, 
copying images from popular works of the time including Geikie illustrations. British, 
French, and Turkish soldiers along with various actors and actresses, local characters 
and many others are represented in his exquisite work, which took 7 years to complete 
and as advertised by him took 5000 pieces of cloth and 1000 hanks of silk thread.  

  
Pl 108. Menzies Moffat patchwork. Biggar Museum. 
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Pl’s 109 – 111. Showing details of the large table cover. Biggar Museum. 

 
Pl 112. Centre piece of the “Star or transforming table cover” showing 3D effect 
of patches forming stars or (if you blink) blocks. Tom Tom the Pipers Son, 
holding the pig’s snout to keep it quiet, with the pig foot in his pocket and the 
rope about to trip him up. The images are full of humour and drama. 
 
Also in Biggar Museum is the Biggar Whipmen Society Banner (Pl 113 - 115) painted 
by James Howe, the skirling artist and “The man who loved to draw horses”. Howe is 
more famous for his two paintings of Skirling Fair, one for horses and the other for 
cattle.  
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Pl’s 113 – 115. The Biggar Whipmen Banner painted by James Howe. Biggar 
Museum.  
 
The Whipmen Societies were mutual benefit societies for members, who were all 
associated with horses one way or another. The Biggar banner is a rare example of its 
type painted on silk in the early 19th century it depicts the leading members riding 
across the Cadgers Brig in Biggar to great merriment and being played across the burn 
by a fiddler – on horseback! 
 
From silk to wood. An amazing survivor of old Scottish presbyterian chastening, the 
Biggar Kirk “Cutty Stool” (Pl 116) used to publicly humiliate an offender to the 
churches code of practices. Often used for morality lessons the poor miscreant would 
sit on it during services for three consecutive weeks in front of the entire 
congregation. Robert Burns sat on the ‘Stool of Repentance’ in atonement for his love 
life. 
The Biggar stool has the initials BK for Biggar Kirk and the date of 1694.   
 

 
Pl 116. The Biggar Kirk stool of 
repentance or “Cutty Stool”. The 
saving grace of the stool is that its 
forerunner was a chained collar 
outside at the church door, called 
‘jougs’, here in whatever weather 
the sinner had to stand with their 
head pulled against the wall by the 
chain!  
 
 
 

 
Finally, found in the attic of Hyndford House (1640) in Lanark by the writer, are a 
group of little apothecary’s cups or beakers (Pl 117). Commonly found in excavations 
as sherds but seldom complete, these pots are thought to have been used for mixing 
salves and other curative ointments during the 17th century. Measuring only about 
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50mm high, eight in total were recovered from below floor boards, five are complete, 
they were donated to Lanark museum. 
 

   
Pl 117. The Hyndford House apothecaries’ cups or beakers. Lanark Museum. 
 
Many of the objects shown above have articles and even books written about them, far 
too much information to give here. However in at least highlighting their existence it 
is hoped that the reader may explore the stories in more depth elsewhere, but there is 
never any substitute to seeing the real thing.  
 
There are many more ‘treasures’ in South Lanarkshire not given here due to access 
difficulties, museums in Glasgow, Edinburgh, Hamilton, Lanark and Biggar have 
numerous items and The Leadhills Library has an amazing set of Bargain Books and 
other artefacts concerned with Leadhills lead mining and gold extraction. It may be 
possible to research those for inclusion in an update of this paper. 
 
Therefore ‘Treasure’ can be gold – or wood, the value is in the importance to the 
history and heritage of a country or locality.  
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