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Abstract
Ploughing for a new forestry plantation in Daer Valley, South 
Lanarkshire revealed an unprecedented pre historic landscape 
in southern Scotland. Sites dating (on artefact evidence) to the 
Mesolithic, Neolithic and Bronze Ages were discovered by walking 
plough furrows, and then selected locations were investigated 
by excavation. Further sites were located by random test pitting.  
Several new aspects of  Scottish pre history were discovered, 
including the possible transition between the Mesolithic and the 
Neolithic, haematite being used as a colouring agent in early pre 
history and certainly in the Mesolithic, and several lithic types 
being recorded for the first time. Mesolithic sites in particular were 
abundant indicating that the valley was used over an extended 
period of  time by hunter gatherers. Three enigmatic timber 
structures revealed by circular arrangements of  post holes and 
lying within stone monuments were found. A series of  small cairns 
was investigated one of  which covered a charcoal filled pit which 
is assumed to be a cremation deposit. Further stone features were 
investigated but their purpose remains a mystery. Pits and features 
in the excavations produced charcoal enriched fills which will be 
examined and C14 dated in a second phase of  the work.

Fig.1
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Introduction
The Daer Valley (Fig 1) has been subject to various investigations 
by Biggar Archaeology Group (BAG) since 1990 (Ward, 1992), both 
survey and excavation programmes have been undertaken and 
these have produced profound results for Scottish archaeology, 
most especially for the Mesolithic and Post Medieval periods. Three 
main strands of  investigation have taken place over the years; 
upland survey, investigations within the Daer Reservoir during 
periods of  low water level and in clear felled forestry areas. The 
latest phase of  work was undertaken in an area of  newly planted 
commercial forest which extended for 1.5km along the southern 
and eastern flank of  Coom Rig (hill) (Pl’s 1 & 2). A search was also 
made of  clear felled forest on the lower northern flank of  nearby 
Hitteril Hill, however only a few pieces of  chert were found there, 
it is therefore the excavation work done on Coom Rig which is 
presented in this report.

Plate 1 Coom Rig, an insignificant looking hill
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The area of  Coom Rig is given on three OS 1:10,000 
maps sheets; NS90NE, NS90NW and NS91SE and on 
OS Landranger map No 78. The hill lies 1.5km NW of  
the Daer Reservoir and extends between c300m OD 
from its lower flank to 424m OD at its summit (Pl 3). 
Most of  its western and northern sides were previously 
planted with Sitka spruce and it was partially the 
discovery and excavation of  two Mesolithic sites (Ward 
2004 & 2005) within that area which prompted the 
present work, although the Group maintain a watching 
brief  on the entire landscape within their area of  

Plate 2 Coom Rig, an insignificant looking hill

interest. The distance from west to east and which is 
the extent of  the present discoveries is c1.5km. 

This report deals with all aspects of  the work and 
presents only a provisional outcome of  the field work. 
The currently published report on the initial stages of  
the project (Ward, 2011) is given on this web site and 
should be used as a precursor to this article. What will 
follow will be each individual site report until they are all 
done, then all will be amalgamated into a single revised 
report on the project.
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Methodology
The methodology of  the entire project is given here and 
this report will be supplemented with regular additions 
dealing with each excavation as it took place. A final 
section will be added to summarise the project and 
describe future work on it. 

The fieldwork began in 2010 and continued into 2012; 
over two continuous years of  work was done entirely by 
voluntary archaeologists working nearly every weekend 
of  that period. 

Recording

The entire project is recorded by digital photography, 
some video and drawing where appropriate at 1:20 
scale. Locations were recorded using GPS to ten figure 
accuracy.

Initial survey (Ward, 2011)

The system adopted was dictated by the fact that the 
ground was ploughed leaving 1m wide furrows with 
upcast on each side of  the furrows. The participants 
walked along the furrows retrieving any objects and or 
noting any features such as burnt areas or disturbed 
stones. Find locations were recorded by GPS and the 
team moved rapidly on. A running list of  ‘Locations’ 
and of  ‘Finds’ and with a ten figure NGR reference was 
prepared and which gave a brief  comment on what 
was found (Appendix I). This list formed the basis of  
excavation criteria. All of  the locations were plotted to 
an overall plan and to other site plans (Figs 4 – 5a). The 
search for new locations continued until the end of  the 
project. 

The final outcome was 265 find spots of  which 179 
were discoveries of  object locations, all of  which led 
ultimately to 44 excavations being carried out. Some 
excavations comprised of  only a few metres while 
others were over 100 square metres. Reference to 
Appendix I will give the basic results of  the survey 
phase of  the project.

It is estimated that over 80% of  the available disturbed 
ground, that is to say within the furrows, was 
unproductive in terms of  search as the peat cover 
which overlay nearly the entire hill, had not been 
removed enough to reveal the old ground surface 
below. However, random test pits (Appendix III) have 
revealed further sites and find spots.

Heights above sea level are given to the nearest 5m 
and these are calculated from the contours on OS 
maps.

Plate 3
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Excavations

The project fieldwork was completed in May 2012.

Excavation was commenced at each site by initially 
clearing the furrow at the original find spot, and in 
some cases the neighbouring furrows, to determine 
the extent of  the archaeology. If  further excavation 
by removing the unploughed baulks was undertaken, 

SOUTH NORTH

20/8 20/7 20/6 20/5 20/4 20/3 20/2 20/1 20/1 20/2 20/3 20/4 20/5 206 20/7 20/8

19/8 19/7 19/6 19/5 19/4 19/3 19/2 19/1 19/1 19/2 19/3 19/4 19/5 19/6 19/7 19/8

18/8 18/7 18/6 18/5 18/4 18/3 18/2 18/1 18/1 18/2 18/3 18/4 18/5 18/6 18/7 18/8

17/8 17/7 17/6 17/5 17/4 17/3 17/2 17/1 17/1 17/2 17/3 17/4 17/5 17/6 17/7 17/8

16/8 16/7 16/6 16/5 16/4 16/3 16/2 16/1 16/1 16/2 16/3 16/4 16/5 16/6 16/7 16/8

15/8 15/7 15/6 15/5 15/4 15/3 15/2 15/1 15/1 15/2 15/3 15/4 15/5 15/6 15/7 15/8

14/8 14/7 14/6 14/5 14/4 14/3 14/2 14/1 14/1 14/2 14/3 14/4 14/5 14/6 14/7 14/8

13/8 13/7 13/6 13/5 13/4 13/3 13/2 13/1 13/1 13/2 13/3 13/4 13/5 13/6 13/7 13/8

12/8 12/7 12/6 12/5 12/4 12/3 12/2 12/1 12/1 12/2 12/3 12/4 12/5 12/6 12/7 12/8

11/8 11/7 11/6 11/5 11/4 11/3 11/2 11/1 11/1 11/2 11/3 11/4 11/5 11/6 11/7 11/8

10/8 10/7 10/6 10/5 10/4 10/3 10/2 10/1 10/1 10/2 10/3 10/4 10/5 10/6 10/7 10/8

9/8 9/7 9/6 9/5 9/4 9/3 9/2 9/1 9/1 9/2 9/3 9/4 9/5 9/6 9/7 9/8

8/8 8/7 8/6 8/5 8/4 8/3 8/2 8/1 8/1 8/2 8/3 8/4 8/5 8/6 8/7 8/8

7/8 7/7 7/6 7/5 7/4 7/3 7/2 7/1 7/1 7/2 7/3 7/4 7/5 7/6 7/7 7/8

6/8 6/7 6/6 6/5 6/4 6/3 6/2 6/1 6/1 6/2 6/3 6/4 6/5 6/6 6/7 6/8

5/8 5/7 5/6 5/5 5/4 5/3 5/2 5/1 5/1 5/2 5/3 5/4 5/5 5/6 5/7 5/8

4/8 4/7 4/6 4/5 4/4 4/3 4/2 4/1 4/1 4/2 4/3 4/4 4/5 4/6 4/7 4/8

3/8 3/7 3/6 3/5 3/4 3/3 3/2 3/1 3/1 3/2 3/3 3/4 3/5 3/6 3/7 3/8

2/8 2/7 2/6 2/5 2/4 2/3 2/2 2/1 2/1 2/2 2/3 2/4 2/5 2/6 2/7 2/8

1/8 1/7 1/6 1/5 1/4 1/3 1/2 1/1 1/1 1/2 1/3 1/4 1/5 1/6 1/7 1/8

finds from most sites were plotted on plan only and to 
1m square grids, in a few cases finds were recorded to 
10cm accuracy but also on plan only. A baseline was 
normally established along the furrow and grids were 
plotted to a notional North and South of  that baseline, 
regardless of  the orientation of  the trench (Fig 2). 

Fig 2 
Grid



Daer Main Report PAGE 7

All excavation was undertaken with hand tools. The 
overlying turf  and peat were first removed and the thin 
podsol which remained was trowelled down to the 
underlying till which generally was an orange coloured 
gravel, sometimes with an iron pan crust between it and 
the base of  the podsol. 

Dry sieving for finds on site was not possible due to the 
nature of  the ground, being constantly wet below the 
peat, and wet sieving was only used in instances where 
unusually large quantities of  lithic were found in a small 
area. Particular care was therefore given to the retrieval 

of  the smallest micro debitage and the results testify 
to the skill of  the excavators in this respect, lithics as 
tiny as 2mm in size being regularly retrieved by hand 
trowelling. Furthermore, spoil heaps were regularly 
checked and judging by the relatively few lithics found, 
the quality of  excavation was high.

Features were recorded by photography and by 
drawing at 1:20 scale or in some cases by simply 
plotting them to the grid plans. 

Finds post excavation

See Appendix IV for summary of  excavation finds

Lithic

Lithic was washed in warm water, sorted and bagged 
before being catalogued. It was sorted and described 
by lithological type and characteristics. Where obvious 
artefact types were noted, these are described as 
such, however, expert analyses is required for a full 
catalogue to be made. Where microliths are given these 
are defined as pieces having modified edges. 

Pottery 

Pottery was air dried at room temperature, lightly 
brushed to remove most soil and bagged. 

Haematite

The haematite is an extremely soft (probably bedded) 
iron ore which when rubbed or ground gives a maroon 
colouring agent. It was therefore very carefully washed 
using a squirrel hair brush to clean it and avoiding 
any erosion of  the samples, it was then dried at room 
temperature and bagged.

Sampling

Charcoal enriched features such as pits, fireplaces and 
spreads were mostly bulk sampled and wet sieved by 
flotation, gathering the flots in 1mm and 0.3mm sieves. 
The samples were dried at room temperature, weighed 

and bagged. The residues were inspected for artefacts 
before being discarded. 

Due to the nature of  most samples being impregnated 
with matted root systems at the base of  the peat 
horizon, in several samples the larger charcoal pieces 
were extracted by hand from the 1mm flots. Rootlets 
were removed by hand from the other samples as much 
as was possible. Furthermore, since the samples (and 
charcoal) were waterlogged below the peat, vigorous 
flotation was necessary to allow the charcoal to lift from 
the soil samples, this resulted in some grit being caught 
in the sieves, this was also removed by hand as much 
as was possible from the 1mm flots. 

The results of  the sampling are given with each 
excavation report and in table form in Appendix II. 
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Fig 3 Test Pits plot

Test Pits (Appendix III)

As stated above, much of  the disturbed ground proved 
useless in the search for objects and features due 
to the extent of  peat cover which varied up to 1m in 
depth. The blank areas on the finds plot are suspected 
to contain numerous find spots and sites. However, 
since a large array of  sites, principally Mesolithic, 
were discovered at the northern end of  the hill, it 
was deemed necessary to investigate the ground in 
between those sites by test pitting.

The 223 pits were dug at randomly spaced intervals 
along the plough furrows and generally they were no 
larger than 1m square, but more often not so large. 
The objective was to locate any lithic concentrations 
or features which would betray the presence of  a site. 
Areas of  very steep slope and extremely wet were not 
investigated.

The details and locations of  the test pits are given 
below (Appendix III), but summarised; of  the grand 
total, 53 pits produced lithic and one produced a small 
cairn, Site No 124. Three pits were developed into 
Sites 121, 122 and 123, all of  which were Mesolithic 

scatters. Apart from these four sites, three microliths, a 
pitchstone flake, a piece of  haematite, two cores and a 
flint knife were retrieved from the pits, which, although 
amounted to a considerable effort digging through 
peat, were deemed a success and simply demonstrate 
what is repeated throughout this work, that countless 
undiscovered sites and finds spots must exist on Coom 
Rig.

The large number of  discoveries is somewhat more 
remarkable given the tiny area of  ground which was 
revealed below the peat cover. The furrows were 1m 
broad and with 3m baulks between them, therefore 
25% of  the ploughed ground was revealed, however 
it is estimated that at least 80% of  the opened furrows 
showed no old ground surface as the plough had 
merely skimmed through the peat which lay up to 1m 
deep in some places. One can only speculate as to 
how many more sites, find spots and features still lie 
below the baulks and the surviving peat within the 
furrows, and also the lower ground to the east which 
remains unploughed and unplanted.
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Excavation Sites Reports

The numbers of  sites runs on from previous work by 
BAG in Daer valley. The intention at this stage is to 
supply the information as soon as it becomes available 
and therefore a running series of  excavation reports 
will revise this report until all are given. Reports will run 
from No 86 to No 129. 

Provisional general 
discussion
Discussion and the conclusions reached will alter as 
excavation reports are added and both aspects of  
the work will be subject to a revision and then a final 
revision in light of  environmental, dating and specialists 
work being accomplished. The present reporting is 
therefore provisional and is given to advertise the 
fieldwork and to indicate the potential of  the final 
outcome of  the project.

Plate 4

Plate 5
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Throughout the production of  the site reports for this 
project, emphasis has been placed on the need for 
specialists work on charcoal, dating and artefact 
analyses. It cannot be overstated that without such work 
the evidence gathered will be basic and of  minimal 
value relative to the possible story which could be told. 
The work of  the volunteers is complete in gathering the 
evidence from the ground, and presenting it as best 
they may. However, while confidence is high regarding 
the fieldwork, given all the circumstances, hardly any 
meaningful conclusion can be reached to reward 
that tremendous endeavour unless the required post 
excavation work is completed.

Perhaps the most obvious result of  the work is that 
the excavation evidence shows a preponderance of  
Mesolithic sites at the northern end of  the hill and most 
of  the Bronze Age sites on the south facing side of  it 
(Pl’s 4 & 5) (Figs 4 & 5), the caveat to that statement 
is the fact that only a tiny proportion of  the available 
ground was actually assessed due to the depth of  peat 
cover.

fig. 4

fig. 4a
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fig. 5

fig. 5a

Provisional general conclusion

Mesolithic Fig 4 & 4a Pl 4

Although the evidence of  the Mesolithic period was 
already emerging in the valley by the discovery of  a few 
sites within the reservoir and two in the forests by BAG, 
the results which will be produced here by far and away 
exceed all expectations. The new information is that we 
have numerous Mesolithic sites strewn across the hill 
faces and some at relatively high altitudes. Clearly the 
area within and below the reservoir has been a popular 
place for the hunter gatherers to make camp. 

Exactly what type of  camps remains to be seen but 
expert lithics analyses should help with this aspect: 
were they hunting camp sites, away from the base 
camp or were they merely spots to stop and re tool? 
Are some of  the locations in this project merely 
dumping ground for lithic waste? 

There is an extensive use of  the local radiolarian chert 
which is not local to the valley in the form in which it has 
been found. However, good sources are to be found a 
few kilometres to the north in the Abington area and no 
doubt the occupants of  the camp sites knew exactly 
where it could be had. Study of  the lithic will determine 
if  primary or secondary sources of  material and of  

knapping is the norm, or if  the debitage shows a variety 
of  techniques in reduction. An important aspect of  this 
project has been the retrieval of  practically complete 
assemblages from each location, regardless of  how it 
got there. 

A point of  new interest is the variety of  cherts used, 
some new types (in lithology) have been discovered; 
an olive green variety and a light grey type in particular, 
but the norm is the usual blue/grey and a range of  
brown to black mottled types. Some sites show a 
preponderance for certain types while on others there 
is a good mix. 

Flint is the next most abundant lithic type and in a few 
cases flint surpasses the chert numerically, but more 
often it is considerably less but nevertheless being 
quite plentiful. Like the chert, there is a variety of  
types represented over the sites and indeed within site 
assemblages. 

Core fragments of  both chert and flint are numerous, 
good platform cores are quite scarce, pyramid cores 
being even less abundant. A clue as to the function 
of  the sites may lie with the near absence of  scrapers 
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in the collections whilst there has been a relative 
abundance of  microliths, more of  chert than flint 
but collectively a large assemblage, nearly every 
site produced microliths. Many broken microliths 
attest to re tooling but strangely a large quantity of  
apparently good microliths appear to have been 
lost, such carelessness is puzzling, however, from 
experimentation (by the writer) it is known that 
microliths take only seconds to make, therefore 
losses would not have been considered important, 
provided the source material was abundant. Many 
other manufactured microliths appear to be useless; 
being badly curved or twisted and presumably these 
examples have been made and then quickly rejected. 
Good blades are relatively scarce as one might expect, 
having been taken away for use elsewhere, however 
on one or two sites there seems to be carelessness in 
curating seemingly good blades, especially of  flint.

Where tools are given here they all demonstrate some 
form of  modification and not always re touch. BAG 
does not have sound enough knowledge within the 
group to attempt anything other than basic description 
of  lithic.

One lithic type has caused some excitement, this is 
haematite and it is clearly part of  some Mesolithic 
suites of  finds. 

Colouring agents in pre-historic Scotland have recently 
been found in excavations in Orkney. The work at Ness 
of  Brodgar has shown that Neolithic people were using 
haematite, a soft iron oxide, to paint on walling stones; 
this is a first for Scotland, although such artistic work 
has long been suspected.

The work of  BAG since 1981 and on post medieval 
settlement sites in the Clyde and Tweed valleys has 
produced lots of  evidence for the use of  similar 
haematite, but probably for use as keel, to mark sheep 
fleece, it was sometimes referred to as ruddle; a red 
ochreous iron ore, and it is found on all sites, especially 
those with bastle houses where sheep farming was the 
principal economy. 

At Windgate House (Ward et al 1985), the first bastle 
house excavated by the group, many small pieces of  
the material were retrieved and proof  of  use is in the 
faceted sides which were rubbed on stones, and which 
were also found. The natural (or trade?) origin for the 
material has not yet been determined, but a fairly local 
source is suspected. This material has been shown to 
have been similarly used into the 19th century when 
many pieces were found in an excavation of  a 19th 
century turf  house/byre at Crookburn, now located 
within the Daer Reservoir (Ward, forthcoming).

Given that so much of  this material has previously been 
discovered in the Daer area on post medieval sites, it 
would at first be reasonable to suggest that was the 
date of  the haematite. This is easily discounted as the 
pieces being found are coming from below deep peat 
horizons and which must have originated at the end of  
the Bronze Age. Furthermore, they are being found in 
association with lithic scatters which clearly represent 
Mesolithic knapping of  local radiolarian chert and 
occasional flint.

On some sites where the haematite has been found 
there is both Early Neolithic and Mesolithic evidence, 
however, on balance it is believed that the haematite is 
associated with the earlier period in those instances.

The fact that some pieces have facetted sides and 
striae, show they were being reduced to a powder 
by rubbing on stones, this clearly shows the pieces 
are not naturally derived from the landscape, but are 
pre-historic artefacts, although what use the colouring 
agent was used for is unknown. 

Every Mesolithic site has produced dateable contexts 
in charcoal enriched features such as pits, fireplaces 
and spreads and these will be invaluable to determine 
factors such as time and environment if  funds can be 
secured to deal with them.

Early Neolithic (Pl 4)

Other lithic types found have been mud or siltstones 
and pitchstone. The former are quite scarce but the 
examples of  pitchstone greatly expand the already 
growing collections and locations from BAG sites in 
the Upper Clyde Valley, for this rather mysterious rock 
from the island of  Arran in the Firth of  Clyde (Ballin & 
Ward, 2008) (Ballin & Faithfull 2009). Although much 
of  the pitchstone here has been found in furrows and 
as random pieces, the general trend found elsewhere 
is that pitchstone is associated with the Early Neolithic 
and that is once again reinforced on this project. 
Sites at Daer where EN pottery has been found have 
supplied pitchstone, and although some sites which 
appear exclusively to be Mesolithic in character have 
produced pitchstone, it is believed to be residual from 
Neolithic activity rather than the earlier period. 

A previously unrecorded occurrence of  change of  
colour in pitchstone was observed in this project. 
Pieces of  normal black pitchstone were retrieved 
from podsol zones and in some cases almost 
instantly changed colour to light grey. It would appear 
this is an oxidising effect when the examples are 
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released into the atmosphere. Only an outer skin on 
the lithic changes colour, the interior remains black. 
Grey coloured pitchstone has been found on many 
occasions on BAG projects and at one time it was 
thought to be a different variety of  the rock.  

Two of  the principal discoveries in this project are the 
apparent association on some sites with Early Neolithic 
evidence in the form of  pottery and larger tools, with 
Mesolithic material and, believed to a first for southern 
Scotland, the use of  haematite by grinding it on stones, 
presumably for a colouration agent, and certainly in 
some cases in the Mesolithic. 

Pottery is the obvious sign that very early settlers 
appear to have been in place in Daer valley, this is 
the first good evidence of  this period so far south in 
Lanarkshire and so high in the uplands. The tantalising 
question is; does this constitute evidence of  the 
Mesolithic/Neolithic Transition? Or is it merely co 
incidence that the two periods are superimposed on 
each other in some places? Analyses of  the evidence 
from several sites may help in the determination. 
Occasional leaf  arrowheads were also found.

The Bronze Age Figs 5 & 5a Pl 5

Firstly, it has been a disappointment to the group that 
no house sites were located despite the overwhelming 
evidence of  Bronze Age activity on Coom Rig and 
elsewhere in the Daer valley. Bucket urn pottery was 
found and some other pottery may be Bronze Age, 
but no good evidence of  habitation was got. The 
Daer valley is still bereft of  a Bronze Age house site 
despite their abundance in nearby valleys in the form 
of  unenclosed platform settlements. Such settlements 
are easy to locate by the presence of  the scooped 
platforms created by the house builders on the sides of  
hills, BAG are confident that none exist in Daer valley. 

A Bronze Age house was recently discovered and 
excavated in nearby Midlock valley as part of  the 
Windfarm operations there (Masser P, 2009), this unique 
discovery of  a house in Upper Clydesdale and which 
is not a platform, helps with the view that such are the 
houses which must lie below the undisturbed peat in 
Daer valley. It is most likely that the fieldworkers have 
been walking over several such invisible sites in the 
current research area.

The burnt mound deposits are most likely to be Bronze 
Age in date and BAG have radio carbon dated two 
sites in the Daer valley; one inside the reservoir dates 
to c4600 years ago and two dates from another 

mound on the opposite side of  the valley from south 
facing Coom Rig (Fig 6), were c 3000 years old. An 
important contribution to burnt mound studies is the 
fact that many never make it to be surface, indicating 
bumps or mounds on the landscape. The production 
of  burnt stone and charcoal having ceased for some 
reason, leaving only a superficial deposit which lies 
undetected below the turf  or peat. Such sites can only 
be discovered when the ground is disturbed such as 
here in forestry; or burn erosion and sheep scrapes. 
BAG projects have noted these phenomena on many 
occasions in their fieldwork. 

Fire places have been numerous in the furrows 
indicating the intensity of  activity on Coom Rig and on 
the other side of  the valley on the lower slopes of  Hem 
Hill. However, although the dateable charcoal is present 
on all, and has been sampled as a matter of  course 
it will be unlikely that dates as part of  this project will 
be done to prove their age. Although, since few lithic 
were found near to them, it may be fair to rule out the 
Mesolithic on that basis, unless the knapping was 
taking place away from sleeping and cooking areas.

Small cairns (Fig 5) have been numerous and despite 
excavating several examples, only under one was there 
evidence of  funerary practice, a possibly cremation 
deposit. The overwhelming indication is that they are 
the product of  field clearance on the hill slopes, and 
probably of  Bronze Age date. 

Finally we have the enigmatic stone settings and 
the equally problematic timber structures which are 
associated with stone settings. The disappointing 
absence of  any dateable finds to help with 
interpretation is offset by the fact that these sites were 
not being used in association with tools or pottery and 
other negative evidence clearly shows that these sites 
are neither domestic nor burial. Whatever rituals were 
practiced on these locations involved no survivable 
relics. The only suggestion offered here is that they are 
associated with funerary practices such as the disposal 
or abandonment of  bodies, possibly excarnation sites 
or charnel houses; however the timber structures as 
found on three of  them do not offer any clues known to 
the group.

The orientation of  what appears to be entrances 
looking out to the south and south east on each site 
hints at some significance in terms of  alignments to 
the horizon, possibly solar events such as mid winter 
sunrise, this will be investigated. 
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The other period now well known to BAG in Daer valley 
is the Post Medieval, principally settlement sites (Fig 6), 
none exist on the landscape under discussion since it 
is totally covered in peat; however, many have recently 
been discovered nearby and elsewhere in the valley by 
BAG.

The finds from the walking and excavation aspects 
of  the project make an impressive list (Fig 7) as the 
summary table will show. Objects from each location 
will be dealt with as best we can in each separate 
report to follow, with the repeated caveat of  requiring 
specialists work on them to realise their full potential. 

As we may expect for pre historic lithic assemblages 
in this part of  Scotland the local radiolarian chert is 
dominant numerically. Flint nevertheless has been an 
important component in some of  the lithic assemblages 
and nearly everywhere, the two lithic types appear to 

have been used contemporaneously on sites. Larger 
stone tools were practically absent; however, the few 
sites producing pottery have moved the story forward 
for this part of  the country where none has previously 
been discovered. 

Finds will be illustrated in each report.

The Daer valley has now been shown to have an 
unprecedented quantity of  archaeological sites for 
its size, and to be found in southern Scotland. The 
tip of  the iceberg has been the visible but previously 
unrecorded monuments found by BAG on this 
landscape while the bulk of  sites have lain hidden 
below peat covered hill slopes or inundated within the 
reservoir.

Although few of  these sites are dramatic in their 
appearance they nevertheless provide an amazing 
opportunity in understanding the history of  this 

Fig 6
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upland valley from earliest times to the present, an 
understanding which may be transferred by implication 
to other places. The wealth of  pre historic data in 
particular should supply researchers with a valuable 
new resource from which to work, and the outcome 
of  this project should also point the way to what may 
be achieved by local voluntary groups anywhere in 
Scotland. 

Another possible breakthrough in Scottish archaeology 
may be the co operation between lead authorities in 
archaeology and a local group, if  proposals to work 
with the University of  Glasgow bear fruit (more anon).  

This report will now be followed by a series of  site 
reports each of  which will be illustrated, especially for 
finds. The writer is also preparing previous unpublished 
interim reports of  the Daer valley project work by BAG 
for this web site. Taken all together the information 
should provide a research tool for anyone who may be 
interested in taking the work forward at desk top level, 
all site records will be made available to interested 
parties until the final document; The History of  the Daer 
Valley is produced by BAG.
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Appendix I Initial Field survey results. 
Revised from previous reports.
Daer Valley forestry sites and finds spots 2010 - 2012

Location Number is the sequence of  find spots

Finds Number is the sequence of  ‘object’ find spots

Site No is the sequence of  excavations, these numbers run on from the previous excavations in Daer Valley

Inspection of  clear felled forest at Hitteril and new ploughed ground at Coom Rig has produced the following finds 
spots and features/sites:

Location 
No.

Finds 
No.

Site 
No.

Type of find NGR 
(All NS)

Additional Information

1 1 Chert core + 2of  chert 96907 09171

2 2 Flint flake 96873 09213

3 3 Chert core + 4of  flakes 96899 09208

4 4 Quantity cannal + ordinary 
coal

96905 09307

5 5 Flint 95210 09130

6 6 Chert 95304 09096

7 7 Chert 95210 09151

8 8 Chert 7of  +spall 95084 08874

9 9 Flint flake (end scraper?) 95084 08874

10 10 Chert retouched tip (micro?) 95084 08874

11 11 Chert 14of  + spall 95342 09106

12 12 Chert 95054 08884

13 -- Burnt stone (from Burnt 
mound?)

95054 08884 (sampled ){see also locations 83 
& 266 – 272}

14 -- Burnt deposit 95035 08891 c2m diameter 

15 Sample 
No 1

Charcoal sample 95236 09141

16 Sample 
No 2

Charcoal from fireplace? 95341 09603

17 Sample 
No 3

Charcoal from fireplace? 95522 09650

18 -- Cairn (to be dug) 95323 09594

19 -- Cairn 95360 09587

20 13 Chert 3of 95325 09565

21 14 Chert 3of 95369 09630

22 15 Chert 5of 95403 09628

23 16 Chert 1of 95414 09634

24 17 Chert 1of 95422 09678

25 18 Flint 1of 95446 09665

26 19 Chert 6of,      Flint 1of 95446 09604

27 -- Fire? 95472 09624

28 20 Bottle neck, Chert 5of 95466 09690 circa
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Location 
No.

Finds 
No.

Site 
No.

Type of find NGR 
(All NS)

Additional Information

29 -- Burnt mound 95460 09658

30 21 Chert 1of 95462 09583

31 -- Burnt mound, C10m dia. 
Undeveloped

95461 09641

32 22 Chert 1of 95477 09680

33 23 Chert 1of 95495 09682

34 24 Flint 1of 95495 09584

35 25 Chert 1of, flake 95507 09669

36 26 Chert 1of, flake 95513 09673

37 27 Chert 1of, scraper 95515 09710

38 28 Chert 4of 95529 09713

39 29 Chert 2of, flakes 95535 09704

40 30 Pot frags 3 of 95535 09704 This location was checked but 
no other items were found, 
circumstances were however 
difficult with extensive water in the 
furrows.

41 -- Burnt mound? 95547 09694 Burnt stone was noted in soil 
and over three furrows but no 
charcoal, the site is re-interpreted 
as a fire place.

42 31 Chert 2of, + charcoal 95572 09702

43 32 Chert 1of, flake + charcoal 95579 09689

44 33 Chert 1of 95558 09705

45 34 Chert 1of 95591 09636

46 35 Chert 1of 95792 09638

47 -- Cairn 95782 09631

48 -- 91 Cairn 95122 09512

49 36 Chert 1of 95611 09726

50 -- Fire? 95721 09954

51   -- Burnt mound 95692 09907

52 37 Chert 1of 95750 10073

53 -- Charcoal patch, 1of  4m up 95773 10073

54 38 Chert 1of 95769 10079

55 39 Chert 1of 95789 10112

56 -- Cairn 95808 10180

57 40 96 Chert 1of  + fireplace 95811 10120 The stone setting of  the fire place 
was excavated for 1 metre above 
and below, a charcoal enriched 
soil sample was retrieved, but no 
further finds.

58 41 92 Pot frags 6 of  + cairn 95825 10175

59 42 “ Chert 1of 95827 10161

60 -- “ Cairn, burnt stone + 
charcoal

95827 10170

61 43 97 Flint 3of  (1 core), Chert 2of  
+ burnt stone 

95828 10083 Trowelling of  four metres of  furrow 
produced 6 of  chert, 1 of  flint
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Location 
No.

Finds 
No.

Site 
No.

Type of find NGR 
(All NS)

Additional Information

62 44 Chert 1of 95806 10092

63 45 Chert 2of 95816 10087

64 46 Chert 1of 95833 10062

65 -- Burnt stone c30m dia.+ 
Charcoal

95815 10086 Reddened stone and charcoal 
fragments over entire area but no 
concentrations of  charcoal noted 
in furrows. No samples retrieved 
the stone and charcoal extended 
down one furrow to Site No 97.

66 47 Chert 1of 95835 10180

67 48 Chert 1of 95841 10125

68 -- Fireplace 95874 10117

69 49 Chert 1of 95844 10189

70 50 Chert 2of 95850 10211

71 51 Chert 1of 95851 10078

72 52 Flint 1of 95856 10185

73 53 95 Chert 11of, flint 2of, 1 tool?  95857 10083 Circa 4 metres of  furrow trowelling 
produced no further finds

74 54 Chert 1of 95873 10080

75 55 Galena 95857 10125

76 -- Cairn 95859 10131

77 56 Chert 4of 95881 10193

78 -- 93 Cairn, 3 furrow 95867 10191

79 57 Chert, poss. cairn 95882 10131

80 58 Chert 2of 95887 10210

81 59 Chert 1of 95906 10221

82 60 Chert 1of 95167 08907

83 61 Chert 4of  plus charcoal 95078 08900 (sampled) .0{see also locations12 
& 266 – 272}

84 -- Charcoal 95081 08958

85 -- Cairn? 95273 09023

86 -- Cairn? 95258 09040

87 -- Cairn? 95244 09032

88 -- Cairn? 95242 09002

89 -- Cairn? 95213 08955

90 -- Cairn? 95221 08978

91 -- Cairn? 95218 08995

93 -- Cairn? 95236 09014

94 -- Burnt stone 95372 09067

95 62 Pot frags 4 of 95497 09225 This location was checked but 
no other items were found, 
circumstances were however 
difficult with extensive water in the 
furrows.
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Location 
No.

Finds 
No.

Site 
No.

Type of find NGR 
(All NS)

Additional Information

96 63 Chert 1 of 95451 09186

97 -- Cairn? 95566 09233

98 64 Chert 3of 95552 09204

99 65 Chert 2 of 95560 09192

100 66 Chert 1 of 95601 09230

101 67 Chert 2 of 95586 09152

102 -- Ring structure? at fold 95609 09183 The site was examined and found 
to consist of  naturally occurring 
boulders of  which many were 
noted in nearby furrows.

103 68 Flint 3 of 95593 09223

104 -- Burnt rock 95591 09202

105 69 Chert 15 of,1 amorphous 
core 

95621 10480 No 105/69 is Site 89 see below

106 70 Chert 1 of, Within spread of  
S7 + charcoal

95783 10162

107 -- Cairn     “           “          “ 95791 10160

108 71 Chert I of  “        “          “ 95770 10155

109 72 Pot frag 1 of, + stone 95791 10155

110 -- Cairn? 95646 09991

111 -- Cairn? 95769 10157

112 73 88 Chert 18 of, flint 3of, 
Haematite 2 of

95679 10386

113 -- Cairn? Tiny 95727 10313

114 74 Chert 1 of, burnt stone + 
Charcoal, c10 Dia.

95766 10145

115 75 Chert 1 of 95761 10198

116 76 Chert scraper 1 of 95776 10124

117 -- Cairn? 95809 10173

118 77 Chert 5 of, plus charcoal 95661 10404

119 78 86 Chert 74 of, 3 of  red, 5 flint, 
Flint microlith 1 of, Chert 
microlith 1 of  , Chert end 
scraper, Flint end scraper, 
Flint round scraper

95595 10461

120 79 Chert 12of 95386 10478

121 80 Flint end scraper 95372 10458

122 81 89 Chert 44of, Flint 3of  C30 dia. 
Corner between

95620 10483 (see 105/69 above)

123 82 Chert 4of 95501 10454

124 83 Chert 4of 95505 10506

125 84 Chert 10of 95509 10519

126 85 Chert 4of, 1of  core 95515 10446

127 86 Chert 9of 95516 10446



Daer Main Report PAGE 21

Location 
No.

Finds 
No.

Site 
No.

Type of find NGR 
(All NS)

Additional Information

128 87 Chert 1of 95523 10398

129 88 Chert 5of 95528 10517

130 89 Chert 1of, + stones 95534 10484

131 90 Chert 1of, Flint 1of 95555 10463

132 91 Chert 6of, 1 of  brown knife 95567 10424

133 92 118 Chert 12of 95337 10370

134 93 Chert 54of, 10 furrow 95439 10474

135 94 Chert 16 of  1 side scraper? 95501 10477

136 95 Chert 2 of 95518 10508

137 96 Chert chunk 1 of, road 95534 10387

138 97 100 Chert 15 of  Flint 5 of, 
Pitchstone grey 1 of

95535 10527

139 98 114 Chert 72 of  Flint 5 of 95551 10435

140 99 Chert 33 of  1 of  brown, Flint 
3 of

95606 10551

141 100 87 Chert 55 of  Flint 1 of 95620 10554

142 -- 106 Fire place? 95494 10512

143 -- Fire place? 95499 10513

144 101 Chert 1 of  + burnt stone 95267 09481

145 -- Cairn 95218 09468

146 102 Chert 2 of 95188 09440

147 -- Cairn 95187 09474

148 103 Chert 2 of 95148 09469

149 -- Cairn 95121 09510

150 -- Burnt stone 95094 09419

151 -- Burnt stone 95131 09364

152 -- Burnt stone 95127 09345

153 104 Chert 16 of Random Random

154 -- Cairn above new road 95070 09518

155 105 Chert 1 of Above 
road

Above 
road

156 -- Cairn @ saved cairn 95256 09559

157 -- Cairn 95277 09610

158 -- Cairn 95277 09609

159 106 Chert 1 of 95338 10370

160 107 Chert 1 of 95382 09738

161 -- Cairn 95540 10239

162 -- Burnt stone c15m 95631 10208

163 108 Chert 1 of 95581 10200

164 109 Chert 1 of 95581 10174

165 110 Chert 1 of 95608 10215

166 111 Flint  1 of 95610 10182
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Location 
No.

Finds 
No.

Site 
No.

Type of find NGR 
(All NS)

Additional Information

167 112 Chert 207 of 95463 10495

168 113 Chert? 1 of 95463 10495

169 114 unidentified mineral 95463 10495

170 115 Pitchstone 4 of 95463 10495

171 116 Flint 10 of 95463 10495 Note: 167 – 171 are all the same 
location, finds were from several 
furrows and not excavated 

172 117 Flint knife 95175 09465

173 118 Chert 94778 09297

174 -- Cairn 94770 09309

175 119 Flint flake 94788 09290

176 120 Chert 2 of 94795 09262

177 121 Chert 94797 09361

178 -- Cairn 94805 09343

179 122 Chert 3 of 94802 09362

180 123 Chert + burnt stone 94817 09281

181 124 Chert + pot frag 94827 09278

182 125 Chert 3 of  Cannal coal 
Curved fragment

94837 09287

183 126 Chert 94838 09356

184 127 Chert 2 of, Flint 1 of 94841 09368

185 -- Burnt stone + stones 94845 09274

186 128 Chert 3 of 94849 09368

187 129 Chert 3 of, 1 of  modified 94853 09370

188 -- Cairn? 94859 09439

189 130 Chert 94862 09365

190 131 Chert + Charcoal + Cairn? 94877 09418

191 132 Chert 2 of 94892 09358

192 133 Chert, edge damaged? 94897 09373

193 134 Chert 94909 09369

194 135 Chert + Charcoal 94927 09427

195 136 Chert, snapped point? 94910 09389

196 137 Chert 2 of 94932 09379

197 -- Burnt stone + Charcoal, 
Burnt mound?

94936 09378

198 -- 110 Cairn group? Scatter? 94965 09540

199 -- 111 Cairn group? 94990 09476 Sites 110 & 111 above are now 
known to have been monuments 
and not cairns, see also Site 126

200 -- Cairn + Charcoal 95069 09517

201 -- Fireplace + Charcoal 95025 09404

202 138 Chert 2 of 95054 09397

203 -- Cairns 2 of 95073 09631
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Location 
No.

Finds 
No.

Site 
No.

Type of find NGR 
(All NS)

Additional Information

204 -- Cairn 95096 09564

205 -- 90 Cairn + Capstone? 95379 09790

206 139 Flint leaf  arrow head 95486 10480

207 140 Pitchstone 95516 10450

208 141 Chert 3of 95513 10528

209 142 101 Chert c20of  , Pitchstone 95521 10521 Plus – Haematite, this may be 
Mesolithic/Neolithic  or – may be 
17th century AD ?

210 143 Chert 16of  (+brown) 95457 10509

211 144 Chert 6of 95445 10505

212 145 Chert 9of 95515 10520

213 146 Chert (brown) 95469 10498

214 147 Chert 2of 95476 10494

215 148 105 Chert 10of 95494 10496

216 -- Stone slab (1x0.75x0.15m) 95295 09516

217 -- 90/1 Fireplace 95366 09807

218 --  
90/2

Stone slab 95365 09783

219 149 Chert 1of 95928 10156

220 150 Chert scatter 95933 10166

221 151 94 Chert, flint, pitchstone, 
mudstone, pottery

95930 10167

222 152 Flint 1 of 95776 10172

223 --- 98 Burnt mound deposit 95628 10391

224 153 99 Chert, flint 95578 10535

225 154 102 Chert 95530 10533

226 155 103 Chert 10of 95604 10540

227 156 104 Flint 3 of 95531 10538 Note: Site 104 in close proximity to 
Site 100

228 157 Chert 12of 95548 09010

229 158 Pitchstone (large flake), 
Chert

94987 09524 (near Site 110)

230 159 112 Chert, Pottery, 3of  (bucket 
urn type), Charcoal + burnt 
stone

94852 09408 Site 112 is at the forest trackside

231 160 113 Flint, 2 of  scrapers, Also tiny 
beaker (?) sherd from nearby 
furrow and haematite

94950 09603

232 --- Cairn 95034 09599

233 --- 116 Cairn 95052 09545

234 --- Cairn 95002 09541

235 --- Cairn 94989 09523

236 161 108 Chert 95691 10412
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Location 
No.

Finds 
No.

Site 
No.

Type of find NGR 
(All NS)

Additional Information

237 --- 109 Cairn 95789 10161

238 --- 107 Stone setting 95813 10176

239 162 115 Chert and flint 95532 10423

240 163 Haematite 95863 10178

241 164 Pitchstone 95939 10162

242 165 Pitchstone 95834 10154

243 166 Chert core 95431 10480

244 167 Chert + Napkin ring 
fragment

  ?? Near Site 110

245 168 Chert 35of  (two furrows) 95494 10404

246 169 Chert 4of  (nr Site 89) 95624 10473

247 170 Chert 12 of 95541 10334

248 171 Chert 5 of  + flint microlith 94987 09488

249 172 Chert long side scraper 94903 09498 Found nearby to above a chert 
retouched flake (backed blade?) 
with sickle gloss

250 -- 117 Charcoal patch (sampled) 95333 10407

251 173 Perforated stone 95766 10144 The location was check for further 
finds, none were retrieved.

252 174 Canal coal fragment 98531 10190

253 175 Chert core 95876 10236 The location was check for further 
finds, none were retrieved.

254 119 Cairn 95026 09581

255 120 Trial pit 95611 10474 This location is between Site 86 & 
Site 89 and may be part of  one or 
both of  them

256 176 121 41 chert inc’ micro 95606 10392

Charcoal spread (sampled) 95601 10393 Note: Site 121 was discovered by 
test pitting

257 177 122 36 chert & 1 chert micro & 1 
flint knife

95588 10395 Note: Site 122 was discovered by 
test pitting

258 178 123 quantities lithic 95561 10505 Note: Site 123 was discovered by 
test pitting

259 124 Cairn 95397 10387 Note; Site 124 was discovered by 
test pitting

260 125 Flat stones setting 95063 08887

261 126 Flat stones setting 94942 09453 Note: Site 126 similar to Sites 110 
& 111

262 179 Haematite 3of  not conjoining 95049 08917

263 127 Cairn with charcoal 95068 09521

264 128 Boulders in furrow 95103 09562

265 129 Stones in road section 94911 09418

266 180 chert 3of  + napkin ring 
fragment and sampled 
charcoal from fire site

95090 08872
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Location 
No.

Finds 
No.

Site 
No.

Type of find NGR 
(All NS)

Additional Information

267 --- sampled charcoal from fire 
site

95099 08872

268 --- sampled charcoal from fire 
site

95055 08889

269 --- sampled charcoal from fire 
site

95032 08894

270 --- sampled charcoal from fire 
site

95038 08901

271 --- sampled charcoal from fire 
site

95033 08918

272 --- Sampled charcoal from fire 
site

95028 08929 {see also locations 12 and 83} 
Note: Locations 12, 83 and 266 
– 272 are collectively written up 
under Site 130.

Forestry Road GPS points 
starting at west end

94743 09393

94902 09409

95110 09512

95230 09627

sharp corner 95409 09684

95570 09949

95706 10144

95698 10255

95519 10299

95457 10395

95323 10350
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Appendix II Charcoal retrieved
Charcoal list from excavations

Introduction

Charcoal has been retrieved from various contexts on 
various sites and these are given in individual reports.

The charcoal has been extracted from soil samples by 
flotation and wet sieving, the flots being captured in 
1mm and 0.3mm sieves. Both flots and residues have 
been dried at air temperature and any residual charcoal 
in the residues has been handpicked. 

Because most of  the samples were found in podzol 
below peat, they were waterlogged and also 
biologically active with matted root systems from 
surface vegetation. Consequently some charcoal would 
not flot from the process, hence the handpicking from 
residues; also the root fibre and grit were separated by 
hand as much as was possible. 

The 0.3mm flots also contain much fine grit and are 
therefore not weighed since such figures would be 
meaningless. They will be kept for future reference 
if  required but will not be further processed by the 
present enquiry.

Larger charcoal has been handpicked from 1mm flots 
to separate it from rootlets and grit; however in some 
instances the roots penetrate through the charcoal 
pieces. Some of  the charcoal is also coated with 
mineralisation, from iron pan contexts. Some of  the 
1mm> charcoal is therefore kept in two groups, one 
is the handpicked larger material and the other being 
smaller 1mm> within which there is also a small amount 
of  rootlets and grit. 

A few samples have hazel nut shell present and a tiny 
oak acorn cup is noted. No grain has been identified in 
the processing, but professional scrutiny may yet find 
some. Only a few examples of  small round wood have 
been seen and on one location (Site 117, a fire place) 
semi burnt wood is noted, this is clearly birch and 
must date to the end of  the Bronze Age, since if  it was 
earlier, the wood component in the samples would have 
decayed.

Samples marked thus* = provisionally selected for 
examination and identification and AMS dating samples 
prepared.

Site No Context/Feature Weight in grms 
(Includes bag)

Comment

86 F1 upper n/a

86* F1 19.0g Hand picked

86 F1 16.5g

86 F1  n/a 0.3mm flot

86 F2 upper 19.5g Hand picked

86 F2 upper 106g Charcoal spread + burnt 86* F2 lower 60g 
Hand picked

86 F2 lower 43g

86 F2 lower n/a 0.3mm flot

86 F3 > 25g

86 F3 < 59.5g

86 F3  n/a 0.3mm flot

86* F3a 32.5g Hand picked

86 F3a 59g

86 F3a  n/a 0.3mm flot

86 F3b 4g

86 F3b n/a 0.3mm flot

86 F3c   8g

86 F3c n/a 0.3mm flot
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Site No Context/Feature Weight in grms 
(Includes bag)

Comment

86* F5  15g Hand picked + nut shell

86 F5 17.5g #NAME?

86 F6  4g

86 F6  n/a 0.3mm flot

86 F7 No charcoal, manganese in fill

86 F8 3g 1mm>

86* F9 upper 334g

86 F9 upper n/a 0.3mm flot

86* F9 lower 81.5g #NAME?

86 F9 lower n/a 0.3mm flot

86* F10 9g

86 F10 n/a 0.3mm flot

The following sample is from a pit near Site 88, down slope from it at 95664 10362

88 F1 upper 9g Hand picked

88* F1 middle 11.5g Hand picked

88* F1 upper base 55g Hand picked

88* F1 base of  pit 32g Hand picked

88 F1 base of  pit 49g

88 F1 middle 37g

88 F1 upper base 67g

88 F1 middle  n/a 0.3mm flot

88 F1 upper base n/a 0.3mm flot

88 F1 base of  pit n/a 0.3mm flot

89* F1 140g

89 F1 n/a 0.3mm flot

89* F2 30.5g

89 F2 n/a 0.3mm flot

89* F3 42g Hand picked

89 F3 52g

89 F3 beside fire 
site

<1g Hand picked

89 F3 from fire 
place

n/a 0.3mm flot

89 F3 6/N2 – 7/N2 
????

6g Hand picked _ nut shell

90* upper  128g Hand picked

90 upper  351g 

90* lower  124g Hand picked

90 lower  427g 

90 lower  n/a 0.3m m flot

90 lower  273g 
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Site No Context/Feature Weight in grms 
(Includes bag)

Comment

90/1 fireplace  8g 

92 under stone 
‘A’ 

< 1g

92 under stone 
‘B’

< 1g

92 8.0B/2.5S 12g Hand picked

94*   F1 16g  Hand picked + nut shell

94 F1  11.5g  Hand picked

94 F1  6.5g  

94 F1 n/a 0.3mm flot

94* F2  9.5g  Hand picked

94 F2 12g  

94 F2 n/a 0.3mm flot

94* F3  12.5g  Hand picked

94 F3 25g  

94 F3 n/a 0.3mm flot

94* F4 upper 14.5g  

94 F4 upper n/a 0.3mm flot

94* F4  39.5g  Hand picked

94 F4 24g 

94 F4 n/a 0.3mm flot

94  F4  6.5 g 

94* FIRE 1 7g Nut shell + round wood

 

94* FIRE 3 3g

94*  F5 6 g

94 F5 n/a 0.3mm flot

94*  F6 11.5 g Nut shell

94 F6 n/a 0.3mm flot

94*  F7  9.5g  

94 F7 n/a 0.3mm flot

94* F9 15g

96*  18g Hand picked

98* Burnt mound 58g 1mm> Hand Picked

98 Burnt mound 259g

98 Burnt mound n/a 0.3mm flot

99* 13/S/1 15g Hand picked

99 8/N/4 13g
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Site No Context/Feature Weight in grms 
(Includes bag)

Comment

102 F1 1g Hand picked

104* F1 upper 79g Hand picked

104 F1 middle 62g Hand picked

104* F1 base 17.5g Hand picked

104 F1 middle 184g

104 F1 middle 102g

104 F1 base 29g

104 F1 upper n/a 0.3mm flot

104 F1 middle n/a 0.3mm flot

104 F1 base n/a 0.3mm flot

104* Stake hole 
No 2

11g roundwood

105 F2 upper 55g Hand picked

105* F2 lower 56g Hand picked

105 F2 upper 118g

105 F2 lower 124g

105 F2 lower n/a 0.3mm flot

105 Clay feature  3.5g Hand picked

106* FIRE 166g

106 FIRE n/a 0.3mm flot

108* F1 upper south 9g larger hand picked

108 F1 middle south 11.5g larger hand picked

108 F1 middle south 37g

108 F1 upper base 
south

55g larger hand picked

108 F1 upper base 
south

67g

108* F1 base south 32g larger hand picked

108 F1 base south 49g

108 F1 middle n/a 0.3mm flot

108 F1 upper base n/a 0.3mm flot

108 F1 base n/a 0.3mm flot

Follows F1 north half  of  pit entire depth

108 F1 north 60g larger hand picked

108 F1 north 54g larger & smaller

108 F1 north 140g

Follows F2 entire pit

108* F2 30g larger hand picked

108 F2 224g
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Site No Context/Feature Weight in grms 
(Includes bag)

Comment

110 F1 upper 61g

110* F1 lower 20g

110 F1 upper n/a 0.3mm flot

110 F1 lower n/a 0.3mm flot

110 F2 <1g

110 F3 4g

110 F4 upper 26g

110* F4 lower 29g

110 F5  2g

110* F6 22g

110 F7 9g

110* F10 6g

110 F10 21g

110 F11 & F12 111g

110* F14 18g

110 F14 n/a 0.3mm flot

110 F15 6g

110 F18 3g

110 F19 lower S half 17g

110 8.4B/0.25S 
scatter

100g

110* 8.4B/0.25S 
scatter

65g larger hand picked

110* 8.4B/0.25S 
scatter

c2g roundwood pieces

110 8.4B/0.25S n/a 0.3mm flot

110 7.9B/0.5N 
scatter

57g

110 7.9B/0.5N 
scatter

19g larger hand picked

110 7.9B/0.5N 
scatter

n/a 0.3mm flot

110 10.2B/0.0 
scatter

56g

110* 10.2B/0.0 
scatter

20g larger hand picked

110 10.2B/0.0 n/a 0.3mm flot

110 6.8B/3.5N 
scatter

88g

110 6.8B/3.5N n/a 0.3mm flot

111 S1 F8 14.5B/6W 1g Hand picked 1mm>

111 S1 n/a
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Site No Context/Feature Weight in grms 
(Includes bag)

Comment

111 S2 F8 11.5B/7.6 2g Hand picked 1mm>

111 S2 n/a #NAME?

NO SAMPLE 
3

111 S4 F8 
14.5B/3.0W

40g Hand picked 1mm >

111* S4 F8 <1g Round wood

111* S4 F8 16g

111 S4 F8 n/a 0.3mm flot

111* S5 F8 
14.5B/3.0W

44g Hand picked 1mm>

111* S5 F8 <1g Round wood

111 S5 F8 41g

111 S5 F8 n/a 0.3mm flot

111 S6 PH8 
13.0B/2.0W

4g Hand picked 1mm>

111 S6 6g

111 S6 n/a 0.3mm flot

111 S7 PH9 
12.0B/1.5W

7g Hand picked 1mm >

111 S7 9g

111 S7 n/a 0.3mm flot

111 S8 PH1 
9.0B/5.1W

5g 1mm> handpicked

111 S8 ditto n/a 1mm > + grit and root

111 S9 PH7 
14.0B/4.0W

6g 1mm> handpicked

112* 15g Hand picked

114 F1 14g

114 F1 n/a 0.3mm flot

114 F2 upper 55g

114 F2 upper 16g larger hand picked

114 F2 upper n/a 0.3mm flot

114 F2 base 30g

114* F2 base 10g larger hand picked

114 F2 base n/a 0.3mm flot

114* F3 3.5g larger hand picked With nut shell & bark?

114 F3 24g

115* F1 11.5g larger hand picked

115 F1 20g

117* Bulk 12g Hand picked 1mm>

117 Bulk 13g Hand picked 1mm>

117* Bulk 2g Pieces with insect tunnel

117* Bulk 1g Round wood
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Site No Context/Feature Weight in grms 
(Includes bag)

Comment

117* Bulk n/a Wood and burnt wood

117 Bulk n/a 1mm> + un burnt wood

120* Bulk 316g 1mm> + some tiny roundwood + rootlets

120 Bulk n/a 0.3mm + rootlets

121 Bulk 22g 1mm> smaller

121 Bulk 39g 1mm larger

122 Bulk 7g 1mm >

123 Bulk F1 88g Hand picked 1mm>

123 Bulk F1 148g 1mm > + grit and root

123 Bulk F1 28g 1mm graded

123 Bulk F1 n/a 0.3mm + grit and root

123 East half  F2 36g Hand picked 1mm>

123 East half  F2 37g 1mm> + grit and root

123 East half  F2 n/a 0.3mm + grit and root

123 West half  F2 64g Hand picked 1mm>

123 West half  F2 135g 1mm > + grit and root

123 West half  F2 n/a Nut shell and round wood

123 West half  F2 n/a Concretion & charcoal

123 West half  F2 n/a 0.3mm + grit and root

123 Bulk F3 27g 1mm> handpicked larger

123 Bulk F3 27g 1mm> + grit

123 Bulk F3 n/a 0.3mm + grit and root

123 Bulk F4 6g 1mm >

123 Bulk F5 <1g 1mm>

123 Bulk F6 upper 13g 1mm>

123 Bulk F6 upper n/a 0.3mm + grit and root

123 Bulk F7 30g 1mm> larger handpicked

123 Bulk F7 21g 1mm> handpicked

123 Bulk F7 38g 1mm> from residue

123 Bulk F7 91g 1mm> + grit & root

123 Bulk F7 n/a 0.3mm + grit & root

123 Bulk F8 18g 1mm> larger handpicked

123 Bulk F8 4g 1mm> larger handpicked

123 Bulk F8 20g 1mm> +grit & root

123 Bulk F8 n/a 0.3mm + grot & root

-126 S1/below flat stone 
east of  PH8

1mm> handpicked

126 S2/PH’s13&14 
upper 

 4g 1mm> handpicked

126 S3/PH9 2g 1mm >

126 S4/above PH11/12 7g 1mm> handpicked

126 S4/above PH11/12 n/a 1mm> + root and grit
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Site No Context/Feature Weight in grms 
(Includes bag)

Comment

126 S5/PH8 2g 1mm> handpicked

126 S6/ scatter @ F4 15g 1mm> + grit + 2 of  hazel nutshell fragments

126 S7/PH2 6g 1mm>larger handpicked

126 S7/PH2 n/a 1mm + grit and rootlet

126 S8/PH6 <1g 1mm > handpicked

126 S9/PH7 <1g 1mm > handpicked

126 S10/PH’s11&12 10g upper spread 1mm > larger handpicked

126 S10/PH’s11&12 n/a “ “ 1mm> + grit and rootlet

126 S11/PH11 4g upper fill 1mm> handpicked larger

126 S11/PH11 n/a 1mm> + grit & root

126 S12/PH11 base 3g 1mm> larger handpicked

126 S13/PH13/14 9g (mostly PH13) 1mm> larger handpicked

127 S1 60g 1mm > larger handpicked

127 S1 n/a 1mm> ‘middle size + grit

127 S1 n/a 1 mm>smallest size + grit

127 S2 <1g 1mm> larger handpicked

127 S3 18g 1mm> larger handpicked

127 S4 13g 1mm> larger handpicked

Follows a series of  close proximity fire sites from which minimal samples were retrieved from furrows only.

Fire site 95033 08918 20 1mm> handpicked

Fire site 95090 08872 13 1mm> handpicked

Fire site 95078 08900 8 1mm> handpicked

Fire site 95028 08929 8 1mm> handpicked

Fire site 95099 08872 7 1mm> handpicked

Fire site 95055 08889 4 1mm> handpicked

Fire site 95038 08901 5 1mm> handpicked

Fire site 95041 08895 4 1mm> handpicked

Fire site 95032 08894 2 1mm> handpicked
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APPENDIX III
Test Pits

Date Test pit 
no.

Location NGR  
East

NGR 
North 

Finds  Additional Information

2012 TP 1 NS 95607 10473 Chert   

2012 TP 2 NS 95612 10482 None   

2012 TP 3 NS 95586 10470 Chert   

2012 TP 4 NS 95591 10479 No finds   

2012 TP 5 NS 95602 10483 Chert   

2012 TP 6 NS 95597 10476 Chert, 
pitchstone   

2012 TP 7 NS 95611 10489 Chert, ochre One metre square  

2012 TP 8 NS 95606 10482 Chert, flint   

2012 TP 9 NS 95601 10492 Chert 1.5 metre square  

2012 TP 10 NS 95596 10492 Chert   

2012 TP 11 NS 95591 10487 Chert   

2012 TP 12 NS 95582 10471 Chert   

2012 TP 13 NS 95578 10406 No finds   

2012 TP 14 NS 95571 10414 No finds   

2012 TP 15 NS 95576 10420 No finds   

2012 TP 16 NS 95580 10427 No finds   

2012 TP 17 NS 95591 10408 No finds   

2012 TP 18 NS 95585 10397 6 Chert   

2012 TP 19 NS 95582 10403 35 Chert   

2012 TP 20 NS 95585 10408 No finds   

2012 TP 21 NS 95594 10393 No finds   

2012 TP 22 NS 95588 10395 36 chert & 1 
chert micro & 1 
flint knife   

2012 TP 23 NS 95584 10413 No finds   

2012 TP 24 NS 95581 10405 21 chert   

2012 TP 25 NS 95574 10417 No finds   

2012 TP 26 NS 95577 10426 No finds   

2012 TP 27 NS 95583 10435 1 rubber pebble   

2012 TP 28 NS 95584 10440 No finds   

2012 TP 29 NS 95579 10439 1 chert   

2012 TP 30 NS 95577 10433 No finds   

2012 TP 31 NS 95572 10422 No finds   

2012 TP 32 NS 95568 10415 No finds   

2012 TP 33 NS 95562 10436 6 chert & micro 
& chert borer 
with sickle gloss   

2012 TP 34 NS 95564 10429 2 chert   
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Date Test pit 
no.

Location NGR  
East

NGR 
North 

Finds  Additional Information

2012 TP 35 NS 95564 10437 No finds   

2012 TP 36 NS 95563 10417 No finds   

2012 TP 37 NS 95568 10429 No finds   

2012 TP 38 NS 95570 10436 5 chert including 
1 core   

2012 TP 39 NS 95572 10443 No finds   

2012 TP 40 NS 95578 10478 13 chert 2m square  

2012 TP 41 NS 95593 10389 41 chert 
including 1 
microlith  

2m square  Site 121  

2012 TP 42 NS 95606 10392 Charcoal spread Sampled  

2012 TP 43 NS 95601 10393 No finds   

2012 TP 44 NS 95595 10395 1 chert   

2012 TP 45 NS 95558 10478 2 chert   

2012 TP 46 NS 95554 10467 No finds   

2012 TP 47 NS 95551 10457 No finds   

2012 TP 48 NS 95545 10450 No finds   

2012 TP 49 NS 95544 10439 No finds   

2012 TP 50 NS 95550 10450 No finds   

2012 TP 51 NS 95558 10468 2 chert   

2012 TP 52 NS 95549 10493 No finds   

2012 TP 53 NS 95548 10497 No finds   

2012 TP 54 NS 95543 10503 No finds   

2012 TP 55 NS 95545 10515 Chert   

2012 TP 56 NS 95590 10391 No finds   

2012 TP 57 NS 95545 10455 Chert   

2012 TP 58 NS 95542 10447 No finds   

2012 TP 59 NS 95540 10441 Chert   

2012 TP 60 NS 95646 10441 No finds   

2012 TP 61 NS 95641 10439 No finds   

2012 TP 62 NS 95645 10445 No finds   

2012 TP 63 NS 95639 10444 No finds   

2012 TP 64 NS 95633 10434 No finds   

2012 TP 65 NS 95630 10436 No finds   

2012 TP 66 NS 95637 10448 No finds   

2012 TP 67 NS 95634 10449 No finds   

2012 TP 68 NS 95630 10444 No finds   

2012 TP 69 NS 95626 10443 No finds   

2012 TP 70 NS 95620 10438 No finds   

2012 TP 71 NS 95624 10446 No finds   

2012 TP 72 NS 95616 10440 No finds   

2012 TP 73 NS 95614 10445 No finds   

2012 TP 74 NS 95621 10459 No finds   

2012 TP 75 NS 95628 10470 No finds   

2012 TP 76 NS 95629 10480 No finds   
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Date Test pit 
no.

Location NGR  
East

NGR 
North 

Finds  Additional Information

2012 TP 77 NS 95625 10473 No finds   

2012 TP 78 NS 95619 10461 No finds   

2012 TP 79 NS 95607 10449 No finds   

2012 TP 80 NS 95612 10444 No finds   

2012 TP 81 NS 95608 10451 No finds   

2012 TP 82 NS 95612 10458 No finds   

2012 TP 83 NS 95618 10468 No finds   

2012 TP 84 NS 95618 10482 Chert, flint   

2012 TP 85 NS 95617 10487 No finds   

2012 TP 86 NS 95612 10482 No finds   

2012 TP 87 NS 95611 10462 No finds   

2012 TP 88 NS 95606 10456 No finds   

2012 TP 89 NS 95598 10441 Chert core   

2012 TP 90 NS 95596 10443 No finds   

2012 TP 91 NS 95599 10450 Chert   

2012 TP 92 NS 95609 10494 No finds   

2012 TP 93 NS 95614 10512 No finds   

2012 TP 94 NS 95612 10515 No finds   

2012 TP 95 NS 95607 10518 No finds   

2012 TP 96 NS 95605 10519 No finds   

2012 TP 97 NS 95601 10520 No finds   

2012 TP 98 NS 95598 10522 Chert   

2012 TP 99 NS 95589 10528 No finds   

2012 TP 100 NS 95596 10527 No finds   

2012 TP 101 NS 95593 10529 No finds   

2012 TP 102 NS 95580 10527 No finds   

2012 TP 103 NS 95585 10532 No finds   

2012 TP 104 NS 95585 10549 No finds   

2012 TP 105 NS 95599 10546 No finds   

2012 TP 106 NS 95599 10543 No finds   

2012 TP 107 NS 95603 10547 No finds   

2012 TP 108 NS 95566 10492 Chert   

2012 TP 109 NS 95567 10495 No finds   

2012 TP 110 NS 95570 10490 No finds   

2012 TP 111 NS 95572 10486 No finds   

2012 TP 112 NS 95577 10486 No finds   

2012 TP 113 NS 95571 10508 No finds   

2012 TP 114 NS 95561 10505 Chert, flint, 
ochre, charcoal

Site 123  

2012 TP 115 NS 95572 10523 No finds Site 123  

2012 TP 116 NS 95575 10517 No finds   

2012 TP 117 NS 95574 10521 No finds   

2012 TP 118 NS 95584 10493 No finds   



Daer Main Report PAGE 37

Date Test pit 
no.

Location NGR  
East

NGR 
North 

Finds  Additional Information

2012 TP 119 NS 95588 10508 No finds   

2012 TP 120 NS 95582 10496 No finds   

2012 TP 121 NS 95584 10510 No finds   

2012 TP 122 NS 95581 10511 No finds   

2012 TP 123 NS 95575 10510 No finds   

2012 TP 124 NS 95573 10505 No finds   

2012 TP 125 NS 95563 10497 No finds   

2012 TP 126 NS 95569 10506 No finds   

2012 TP 127 NS 95565 10505 No finds   

2012 TP 128 NS 95564 10518 No finds   

2012 TP 129 NS 95561 10514 No finds   

2012 TP 130 NS 95558 10515 No finds   

2012 TP 131 NS 95563 10524 No finds   

2012 TP 132 NS 95567 10530 No finds   

2012 TP 133 NS 95570 10536 No finds  ( plus 2 pits in furrow to N of  
Site 123)  

2012 TP 134 NS 95533 10516 No finds   

2012 TP 135 NS 95533 10512 No finds   

2012 TP 136 NS 95532 10508 No finds   

2012 TP 137 NS 95537 10512 No finds   

2012 TP 138 NS 95541 10511 No finds   

2012 TP 139 NS 95540 10505 No finds   

2012 TP 140 NS 95538 10493 No finds   

2012 TP 141 NS 95538 10485 No finds   

2012 TP 142 NS 95537 10479 No finds   

2012 TP 143 NS 95545 10493 No finds   

2012 TP 144 NS 95544 10501 No finds   

2012 TP 145 NS 95545 10515 No finds   

2012 TP 146 NS 95432 10411 No finds   

2012 TP 147 NS 95433 10419 Chert, flint   

2012 TP 148 NS 95435 10422 No finds   

2012 TP 149 NS 95436 10425 No finds   

2012 TP 150 NS 95431 10426 No finds   

2012 TP 151 NS 95429 10412 No finds   

2012 TP 152 NS 95428 10401 Chert   

2012 TP 153 NS 95424 10409 No finds   

2012 TP 154 NS 95424 10418 Chert   

2012 TP 155 NS 95424 10429 Chert   

2012 TP 156 NS 95428 10437 No finds   

2012 TP 157 NS 95425 10439 No finds   

2012 TP 158 NS 95422 10420 Chert   

2012 TP 159 NS 95421 10415 Chert   
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Date Test pit 
no.

Location NGR  
East

NGR 
North 

Finds  Additional Information

2012 TP 160 NS 95420 10408 No finds   

2012 TP 161 NS 95413 10407 No finds   

2012 TP 162 NS 95415 10414 No finds   

2012 TP 163 NS 95419 10420 Chert   

2012 TP 164 NS 95410 10409 No finds   

2012 TP 165 NS 95413 10415 No finds   

2012 TP 166 NS 95415 10422 Chert, flint   

2012 TP 167 NS 95416 10424 Chert   

2012 TP 168 NS 95419 10436 No finds   

2012 TP 169 NS 95412 10420 No finds   

2012 TP 170 NS 95410 10417 No finds   

2012 TP 171 NS 95407 10411 No finds   

2012 TP 172 NS 95403 10408 Chert   

2012 TP 173 NS 95406 10418 No finds   

2012 TP 174 NS 95408 10424 Chert   

2012 TP 175 NS 95417 10443 No finds   

2012 TP 176 NS 95403 10422 Chert   

2012 TP 177 NS 95400 10418 No finds   

2012 TP 178 NS 95498 10411 No finds   

2012 TP 179 NS 95494 10412 No finds   

2012 TP 180 NS 95496 10418 No finds   

2012 TP 181 NS 95499 10424 No finds   

2012 TP 182 NS 95494 10424 No finds   

2012 TP 183 NS 95491 10414 No finds   

2012 TP 184 NS 95389 10417 Chert, flint   

2012 TP 185 NS 95392 10422 Chert   

2012 TP 186 NS 95394 10426 Chert   

2012 TP 187 NS 95389 10427 No finds   

2012 TP 188 NS 95387 10421 Chert   

2012 TP 189 NS 95408 10392 No finds   

2012 TP 190 NS 95404 10392 No finds   

2012 TP 191 NS 95400 10393 No finds   

2012 TP 192 NS 95395 10396 No finds   

2012 TP 193 NS 95392 10398 No finds   

2012 TP 194 NS 95388 10391 No finds   

2012 TP 195 NS 95384 10389 No finds   

2012 TP 196 NS 95387 10395 No finds   

2012 TP 197 NS 95390 10400 No finds   

2012 TP 198 NS 95596 10443 Chert core   

2012 TP 199 NS 95589 10528 Chert   

2012 TP 200 NS 95617 10487 Chert   

2012 TP 201 NS 95609 10494 Chert   
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Date Test pit 
no.

Location NGR  
East

NGR 
North 

Finds  Additional Information

2012 TP 202 NS 95607 10522 Chert   

2012 TP 203 NS 95567 10495 Chert   

2012 TP 204 NS 95432 10411 Chert   

2012 TP 205 NS 95495 10404 Chert Follows drain  

2012 TP 206 NS 95398 10405 Follows road point and end of  
drain  

2012 TP 207 NS 95439 10386 Follows road  

2012 TP 208 NS 95384 10372 Follows cairn at the road side  

2012 TP 209 NS 95397 10387 Chert   

  TP 208    

  TP 209    
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APPENDIX IV
Excavations in the Daer Valley, 2010 – 2012 
summary of the finds
by Ian Paterson

Introduction

The lithic assemblage recovered at Daer by fieldwalking 
and excavation - in total comprising almost 43 000 
pieces - is composed predominantly of  the locally 
available Radiolarian Chert. More than 14 000 of  the 
chert fragments were small, less than 10mm in length, 
and, as their identification in many cases was doubtful, 
they have not been included in the calculations. Of  the 
identifiable chert fragments, about 57% consisted of  
the rough-fracturing dark grey type; with about 39% 
of  the total being the smooth-fracturing greenish-grey 
variant. Just over 10% of  the total was ‘grey’ chert and 
there was somewhat less than 3% of  other varieties – 
consisting mainly of  ‘red’ chert. 

A total of  3923 pieces of  flint were recovered - 
occurring in most of  the metre grids excavated, usually 
in small numbers.  They comprise about 9% of  the total 
assemblage. In a number of  cases, it was apparent that 
the flint fragments had been struck from water-worn 
pebbles - possibly from beach or river gravel deposits.  
There were notable concentrations of  flint in sites 
86, 99, 104, 105 and 114. Uniquely, in Site 104, flint 
fragments, in a wide range of  colours, outnumbered the 
chert fragments by 3 to 2. It is possible that the flint is 
derived from fluvioglacial gravel deposits in Yorkshire.

Overall, the ratio of  chert to flint was about 10 to 1. 
However, in the case of  the 655 microliths recovered, 
the ratio of  chert to flint was only a little over 3 to 1 and 
it is evident that flint was the material favoured by the 
Mesolithic toolmakers.

A total of  69 pieces of  pitchstone were recovered - 
distributed among 9 sites.  Mostly, there were only 2 
or 3 fragments per site but 20 or more pieces were 
recovered from Sites 89 and 94. Red ochre (haematite) 
was present at 5 sites – mostly in small numbers but 40 
fragments were found at Site 123.

Ceramic materials were found at only 2 sites, 86 and 94. 
Perhaps significantly, Site 94 also yielded 20 pitchstone 
fragments. 

Site 86

Overwhelmingly, the finds recovered at excavation 
site 86 were fragments of  Radiolarian Chert. These 
consisted mostly of  debitage, almost 10 000 pieces 
being recovered. Of  these, 29% consisted of  a rough-
fracturing variety in various shades of  dark grey; 19% 
were of  smooth-facturing dark greenish grey chert, 
6% were ‘Grey chert’ and 1% were ‘Red chert’. The 
remainder - 44% - were too small to be classified with 
confidence.

The number of  chert pieces in a square metre grid 
was generally less than 100 but there were possibly 
significant concentrations centred on adjoining grids 
08/S1-2;  10/5-7 and 14/S1 - N1. 

Flint, mostly in shades of  pale brownish grey, occurred 
in most metre grids but usually fewer than 10 fragments 
were present. However, there were significantly higher 
numbers in areas centred on grids 08/S2 and 10/S7.

A total of  13 fragments of  pitchstone were found, 
dispersed in 9 grid squares. Thirteen fragments of  
haematite were recovered - in 5 grid squares. Of  these, 
7 were found in grid 07/S6. Pottery fragments were 
reported only from grid square 15/S4.

Site 87

The excavation covered 30 square metres. 
Approximately 1140 lithic fragments were recovered. 
Of  these, 327 were small – that is, less than 10mm in 
length -  and, as their identification was in many cases 
uncertain, they have have not been included in the 
calculations that follow.  
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The assemblage from the site is composed 
predominantly of  chert. Of  the identifiable chert 
fragments, about 58% consisted of  the rough-fracturing 
dark grey type, with about 35% being the smooth-
fracturing greenish-grey variant. About 4.5% of  the 
total was ‘grey’ chert and some 1.5% was classified 
as ‘red’ chert. In many cases the latter consisted of  
greenish-grey , smooth-fracturing chert with blotches of  
brownish grey.

Flint was recovered from somewhat more than half  of  
the grids excavated, usually in small numbers, and 
comprises only about 4.5% of  the total.  

No pitchstone, red ochre or ceramic fragments were 
found.

Site 88

The assemblage from this site is composed 
predominantly of  chert with 850 pieces being 
recovered. Of  the 650 securely identifiable fragments, 
about 68% consisted of  the rough-fracturing dark grey 
type; with about 11% of  the total being the smooth-
fracturing greenish-grey variant. About 12% of  the total 
was ‘grey’ chert and there was some 9% of  ‘red’ chert 
. Flint was recovered from all but 2 of  the 24 square 
metres excavated, but usually in small numbers and the 
54 specimens  comprises only about 5% of  the total 
lithic assemblage with no significant concentrations.

Five microliths were present, two of  them being flint..

One fragment of  pitchstone was recovered from each 
of  2 grids; red ochre (haematite) was present in only 
one grid.

Site 89

The main excavation here covered 60 square metres. 
Approximately 2560 lithic fragments were recovered. Of  
these, more than 1000 were small – that is, less than 10 
mm in length - and, as their identification was in many 
cases uncertain, they have not been included in the 
calculations that follow.  

The lithic assemblage from the site was composed 
predominantly of  chert. Of  the 1500 identifiable chert 
fragments, about 71% consisted of  the rough-fracturing 
dark grey type; with about 12% of  the total being the 

smooth-fracturing, greenish-grey variant. About 12% of  
the total was ‘grey’ chert and there was somewhat less 
than 3% of  ‘red’ chert.

A total of  42 flint fragments were recovered from 24 of  
the grids excavated, and comprise less than 3% of  the 
total. Overall, the ratio of  chert to flint was about 36 to 
1. Only 5 microliths were retrieved of  which 2 were of  
flint.

Pitchstone was present in 17 grids – the total number 
of  fragments recovered being 29. A total of  24 pottery 
fragments were recovered from features, in 2 adjoining 
grids, that had also contained fragments of  pitchstone 
and haematite.

Site 94

This excavation covered about 30 sq. m. Chert 
predominated, 950 fragments being recovered – some 
from features – but only 23 pieces of  flint. However, 12 
fragments of  pitchstone were present, and 66 pottery 
sherds which were individually plotted.

Site 99

The main excavation covered 61 square metres. 
Approximately 5140 lithic fragments were recovered. 
Of  these, more than 1000 were small – that is, less than 
10mm in length – and they have not been included in 
the calculations that follow.  

The assemblage is composed predominantly of  chert. 
Of  the 3650 identifiable chert fragments, almost 60% 
consisted of  the rough-fracturing dark grey type; 
with about 27of  the total being the smooth-fracturing 
greenish-grey variant. About 11% of  the total was ‘grey’ 
chert and there was 3% of  ‘red’ chert.

A total of  169 flint fragments were recovered. They 
occur in small numbers in all but 17 of  the grids 
excavated, and comprise less than 4.5% of  the total 
lithic assemblage. Overall, the ratio of  chert to flint was 
about 22 to 1. 

A total of  100 microliths were retrieved – of  which only 
10 were of  flint. 

No pitchstone, ochre or pottery was found at this site.
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Site 100

The excavation covered 8 square metres. Some 220 
lithic fragments were recovered. Of  these, 40 were 
small – that is, less than 10mm in length – and have not 
been included in the calculations that follow.  

The assemblage from the site is composed 
predominantly of  chert. Of  the 162 identifiable chert 
fragments, 80% consisted of  the rough-fracturing dark 
grey type; with about 12 of  the total being the smooth-
fracturing greenish-grey variant. About 5% of  the total 
was ‘grey’ chert and there was a handful of  ‘red’ chert 
fragments.

A total of  16 flint fragments were recovered dispersed 
among all but 2 of  the grids excavated and comprise 
some 8% of  the total lithic assemblage.  Overall, the 
ratio of  chert to flint was about 10 to 1. 

Only 4 microliths were retrieved – all of  chert. Two 
sherds of  pottery were found within the excavation. A 
further pottery assemblage was found nearby. 

Site 102

The main excavation covered 28 square metres. A total 
of  1393 lithic fragments were recovered. Of  these, 383 
were small – that is, less than 10mm in length – and 
have not been included in the calculations that follow.  

The assemblage from the site is composed 
predominantly of  chert. Of  the 930 identifiable chert 
fragments, 75% consisted of  the rough-fracturing dark 
grey type; with about 27 of  the total (3%) being the 
smooth-fracturing greenish-grey variant. About 11% 
of  the total was ‘grey’ chert and there was 3% of  ‘red’ 
chert.

A total of  169 flint fragments were recovered. They 
occur in small numbers in all but 9 of  the grids 
excavated, and comprise less than 4.5% of  the total 
lithic assemblage.  Overall, the ratio of  chert to flint was 
about 22 to 1. 

A total of  5 microliths were retrieved – of  which 1 was 
of  flint. No pitchstone, ochre or pottery was found on 
the site.

Site 104

The excavation covered 12 square metres. A total of  
281 lithic fragments were recovered. Of  these, 26 were 
small – that is, less than 10mm in length - and, as their 
identification was in some cases uncertain, they have 
not been included in the calculations that follow.  

The site is unique in that the lithic assemblage 
recovered was dominated by flint - a total of  168 
fragments being recovered – about 60% of  the total – 
in a wide range of  colours. Some obviously had been 
struck from water-worn pebbles. There were 117 chert 
pieces – 26 of  which were small. Of  the 91 identifiable 
chert fragments, all but 2 consisted of  the rough-
fracturing dark grey type; with only 2 being of  the 
smooth-fracturing greenish-grey variant. There were no 
fragments of  ‘grey’ or ‘red’ chert.

A total of  8 microliths were retrieved. Not surprisingly, 
all but 2 were of  flint.

No pitchstone, ochre or pottery was found on the site.

Site 105

The excavation covered 35 square metres. A total of  
1455 lithic fragments were recovered. Of  these, 312 
were small – that is, less than 10mm in length and they 
have have not been included in the calculations.  

The assemblage from the site consisted predominantly 
of  chert. Of  the identifiable chert fragments, about 46% 
consisted of  the rough-fracturing dark grey type; with 
about 39% being the smooth -fracturing greenish-grey 
variant. About 5% of  the total was ‘grey’ chert and there 
was an unusually high proportion of  ‘red’ chert – about 
8.4%.

Flint was recovered from all but 6 of  the grids 
excavated, usually in small numbers, but comprising 
about 11% of  the total lithic content.  There were 
notable concentrations of  flint in grids 105/13/N4-5, 
105/14/N6 and 105/15/N5. Overall, the ratio of  chert to 
flint was about 6 to 1. Of  a total of  15 microliths, 6 were 
in flint - a ratio of  chert to flint of  only 1.5 to 1.

Two fragments of  pitchstone were recovered and one 
small piece of  red ochre (haematite).
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Site 108

The excavation covered 13 square metres.The finds 
were sparse with only a total of  237 lithic fragments 
being recovered. Of  these, 64 were small – that is, 
less than 10mm in length and they have have not been 
included in the calculations.  

The assemblage from the site consisted almost 
exclusively of  chert. Of  the identifiable chert fragments, 
about 91% consisted of  the rough-fracturing dark grey 
type; with only about 1% being the smooth -fracturing 
greenish-grey variant. About 5% of  the total was ‘grey’ 
chert and there was about 2% of  ‘red’ chert.

Unusually, no flint was found apart from one microlith. A 
second microlith was of  chert.

There were 2 fragments of  pitchstone.

Site 114

The excavation covered 54 square metres. A total of  
7200 lithic fragments were recovered. Of  these, 2721 
were small – that is, less than 10mm in length -  and, as 
their identification was in many cases uncertain, they 
have not been included in the calculations that follow.  

The assemblage from the site consisted predominantly 
of  chert. Of  the identifiable chert fragments, about 64% 
consisted of  the rough-fracturing dark grey type; with 
about 25% of  the total being the smooth -fracturing 
greenish-grey variant. About 9% of  the total was ‘grey’ 
chert and 2% was ‘red’ chert..

Flint was recovered from all but 8 of  the grids 
excavated, usually in small numbers, but comprising 
about 13% of  the total lithic content.  There were 
notable concentrations of  flint centred on grids 
114/9/S/1, 114/10/S/1 and 114/11/S/1. Overall, the 
ratio of  chert to flint was about 4 to 1. Of  a total of  126 
microliths, 76 were in flint - a ratio of  chert to flint of  
only 1.6 to 1.

Three fragments of  pitchstone were recovered and 14 
pieces of  red ochre (haematite) dispersed in 9 grids. 
No pottery was found.

Site 115

The excavation covered 4 square metres. A total of  536 
lithic fragments were recovered. Of  these, 127 were 
small - that is, less than 10mm in length – and  they 
have have not been included in the calculations that 
follow.  

The assemblage from the site consisted predominantly 
of  chert. Of  the 293 identifiable chert fragments, about 
62% consisted of  the rough-fracturing dark grey type; 
with about 15% of  the total being the smooth -fracturing 
greenish-grey variant. About 16% of  the total was ‘grey’ 
chert and about 5% consisted of  ‘red’ chert .

Flint was recovered from all 3 grids excavated, usually 
in small numbers, but comprising about 10% of  the 
total lithic content. Overall, the ratio of  chert to flint 
was about 8.6 to 1. All of  a total of  5 microliths were of  
chert.

No pitchstone, red ochre (haematite) or pottery was 
found.

Site 120

The excavation covered 12 square metres. A total of  
214 lithic fragments were recovered. Of  these, 30 were 
small - that is, less than 10mm in length - and, as their 
identification was in many cases uncertain, they have 
have not been included in the calculations that follow.  

The assemblage from the site consisted predominantly 
of  chert. Of  the 180 identifiable chert fragments, about 
62% consisted of  the rough-fracturing dark grey type; 
with about 22% of  the total being the smooth -fracturing 
greenish-grey variant. About 1% of  the total was ‘grey’ 
chert and about 13% consisted of  ‘red’ chert .

Flint was scarce. Only 3 fragments were recovered,from 
2 of  the grids excavated, comprising about 2% of  the 
total lithic content. All of  a total of  3 microliths found 
were of  chert.

A single specimen of  pitchstone was found but no red 
ochre (haematite) or pottery was present.
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Site 121

The excavation covered 4 square metres. A total of  
185 lithic fragments were recovered. Of  these, 44 were 
small - that is, less than 10mm in length - and, as their 
identification was in many cases uncertain, they have 
have not been included in the calculations that follow.  

The assemblage from the site consisted predominantly 
of  chert. Of  the 135 identifiable chert fragments, about 
64% consisted of  the rough-fracturing dark grey type; 
with about 19% of  the total being the smooth -fracturing 
greenish-grey variant. About 14% of  the total was ‘grey’ 
chert and there was one fragment of  ‘red’ chert .

A total of  6 flint pieces were recovered from 3 grids and 
make up about 3% of  the total lithic content. The only 
microlith found was of  chert.

No pitchstone, red ochre (haematite) or pottery was 
found..

Site 122

The somewhat sparse assemblage from this site 
is composed predominantly of  chert. Flint, which 
was recovered from only 4 of  the 8 grids excavated, 
comprised about 5% of  the total.  Of  the identifiable 
chert fragments, about half  consists of  the rough-
fracturing dark grey type – most of  the rest being the 
smooth fracturing greenish-gray variant. About 6% of  
the total was ‘grey chert’.

Site 123 – the main excavation

The excavation covered 72 square metres. Some 7500 
lithic fragments were recovered. Of  these, 1800 were 
small – that is, less than 10mm in length – and they 
have not been included in the calculations that follow.  

The assemblage from  the site is composed 
predominantly of  chert. Of  the 4086 identifiable chert 
fragments, 43% consisted of  the rough-fracturing 
dark grey type; with about 40% of  the total being the 
smooth-fracturing greenish-grey variant. About 14% of  
the total was ‘grey’ chert and there about 3% of  ‘red’ 
chert. fragments.

A total of  1573 flint fragments were recovered - from all 
but 3 of  the grids excavated - and comprise some 28% 
of  the total lithic assemblage.  Overall, the ratio of  chert 
to flint was about 2.6 to 1. 

In total, 159 microliths were retrieved - 75 being of  
chert and 84 of  flint - the ratio of  flint to chert  being 
about 1.12 to 1.

Only one piece of  pitchstone was found but there were 
40 fragments of  red ochre (haematite).

No pottery was found within the main excavation.


